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St Thomas Church, Rondebosch 

Church Wardens’ Report for the 2015 calendar year 

What a year!  

“God is good, All the time; All the time, God is good!” 

The past year has been dominated by our 150
th

 anniversary celebrations. We all owe a deep debt of 

gratitude to Philip Strachan who drove every aspect of the 18 months of activity with incredible energy 

and attention to detail. (His report, which is tabled, is a meticulous blue print for whoever is appointed to 

manage our 175
th

 celebrations !) 

With endorsement by the Parish Council, the 150 Steering Committee adopted a trinity of key objectives 

against which all projects and celebrations should be managed.   

The Past 

In worship, prayer and celebration we reflect on, respect and give thanks to those for the legacy we have 

inherited. 

 

The Present 

To thank and encourage the present generation whose commitment and generosity make it possible to 

preserve, enhance and sustain the legacy of St Thomas for the future. 

The Future 

Led by the Church Council, use the celebration as a springboard to contribute to and uplift St Thomas to 

become a pillar of strength in a vibrant community by 2020 and, in so doing, enhance the legacy for the 

future.  

 

This theme of the trinity is carried into the logo designed for the celebrations. In a service, to the day 

exactly 150 years since Bishop Gray opened the original building, Father Keith blessed a plaque carrying 

the logo, which is mounted in the church on the wall between the porch and the apse.   

 

You will recall that we launched our celebrations on the 20
th

 of July 2014 at the Patronal Festival service, 

to coincide with the laying of the foundation stone of the first building on the site. You will find a record 

of development of the church building in the porch and attached to this report. Father Keith blessed the 

Steering Committee during the service and after the service blessed the plinth carrying the name of St 

Thomas Lane, close to the main entrance to the Diocesan College. 

I’m sure we all have great memories of the fun and camaraderie of at least one or all of the many events 

staged during the celebrations:- 

20 March - Quiz Evening organised by Ian & Judy Paul, with a bit of controversy as to which is the largest 

marine predator. Is it the Killer Whale, or is a Blue Whale not also a predator, despite the minute size of 

its prey ? 

28 April - Launch of the Peter Hart Book “St Thomas Church Rondebosch 1865 to 2015”  

29 April  - delicious Nourse comestibles and wine before trying to fathom who dunnit in the   “House 

Guest”, with Jane Cohen playing a leading part at the Masque Theatre 

12 August – a Ladies Tea hosted the Wednesday Group, organised by Margot Lombard  
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15 August - 150 Commemorative Dinner in the Hall, when the fairy lights, table decorations and table 

settings set the scene, a speech by Father Keith on the theme of social justice,  an inspired recital by the 

UCT Alumni Choir, a very thought provoking interview with Mary Burton by Mike Wills centred on Mary’s 

book “The Black Sash”, Hugh Nourse’s gourmet 3-course menu and good wine enjoyed by the full house 

made this a truly memorable occasion. 

20 September - Walk and Run for Fun– the second such event so brilliantly coordinated and managed by 

the legendary Chet Sainsbury, assisted by Evert Rood.  

17/18 October -  the second 150
th

 Spring Market – the magnum opus in terms of the good stewardship of 

the many talents and gifts of our privileged community.   

25 October – our Commemorative Corporate Eucharist  where we were blessed by the unveiling of a 

magnificent cope and stole made and given by the Embroiders’ Guild, by exquisite flower arrangements 

in every corner and window sill by the Rondebosch Flower Club, by the presence of Revd. Dr Vicentia 

Kgabe, rector of the College of The Transfiguration, who preached, and by an inspired musical interlude 

by the UCT choir. We also used the occasion to present cheques of R100 000 each to Dr Vincentia for 

CoTT and to Sharon van den Heyden, Director of St Francis Children’s Home, which has been identified to 

be the focus of our outreach for social justice. 

I repeat “God is good, All the time; All the time, God is good!” 

Once again thank you Philip for all that you did to make our celebrations such a resounding success. 

We set out in 2014 with the “Dream out Loud” strategic planning process so ably and inspiringly led by 

Mandy Carlson.  The concept of members of the Parish Council taking responsibility for particular 

portfolios was adopted and helped enormously with the structure of Council meetings. We will need to 

ratchet this up in the year ahead to increase the involvement of a greater number of parishioners in the 

business of running our church.  

The year witnessed the resurfacing of our roads, the construction of brick paved pathways and upgrading 

of the entrances to the church to make them universally accessible. I have enjoyed describing the 

replacement of the black tar surrounding the church with the pink coloured paving as having dressed up 

our grand old lady with a new skirt. 

Our plans to open the Koinonia Room out onto a roofed terrace and to extend the parish office are 

currently being scrutinised by the City Council and we hope to commence construction of these 

alterations and the upgrade of the Koinonia tea kitchen before the end of the year. We have started 

planning the inevitable extensions needed to the Wall of Remembrance in the gardens so lovingly 

managed by Barbara Lee. 

In our quest to maximise the return from our resources, with the approval of the Diocesan Trust Board 

we have made minor alterations to the Assistant Clergy House in order to accommodate the pre-school 

‘Kids@Clarebosch‘, run by Michelle Hansen. We have an arrangement with Michelle that sees our Junior 

Church using the pre-school space on Sundays and during school holidays.  

The income from this partnership will cover the cost of the alterations, which also sees Father Keith, 

Reeva and the Daphne Project accommodated at the far end of the house, with access that avoids going 
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through the school. The presence of the children in the mornings is a joy and we hope that some of the 

children, and their parents, may be attracted to join our congregations. 

Our St Thomas family continues to enjoy the fruits of the devoted commitment by many members 

engaged in a broad spectrum of ministries, including  Fikelela, Junior Church, Teen Church, Gardens, 

Flowers, Sideswomen and men, Prayers, Sacristans, Women’s group, Men’s group, Lay ministers, Home 

and Hospital Visits, Teas, Readings, Small groups and Home churches, Transport, St Thomas for Touch, 

Confirmation preparation, Sandwiches for Red Cross, Sewing Classes, Taise Services, Social Justice and 

Stewardship representatives.  

Thank you all for your time, talents and resources spent in  serving the parish,  and for your very real 

witness to Jesus example - the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

We are continue to be  blessed with assistance  in the gardens by Mthandazo,  better known to us as 

Tom, and by Gcinibandla, known to us as Jerry; and in the office by  Nondumiso, known as Joan and  

Jacqueline, or for short Jacquie. We also welcome Luis in his role to coordinate and manage the 

development of the Junior and Teen Churches and to assist in the parish office.  

For nineteen years Margie Davidson has been a beacon of brightness, light and warmth as you enter the 

Parish Office.  It is therefore with a real sense of loss and sadness that we will bid farewell to Margie in 

ten days’ time at a special tea following our Palm Sunday Eucharist. An article in our Easter Newsletter 

expands on our sincere appreciation for all that Margie has meant to us.  

For their devotion to duty and way beyond, we thank Caroline and Judy. We have for many years been 

spoilt by the many extra hours put in by Caroline in the office and we will be looking for talents in the 

new Parish Council to take back some of the functions and duties that she and Margie have adopted.  

We will also be bidding farewell to Reeva a week or two later. Her infectious smile and laughter, her 

spirit and enthusiasm, her stories from the pulpit, her leadership of youth in the archdeaconry and her 

compassionate pastoral ministering will all leave indelible marks in the hearts of our community. Reeva, 

we will all miss you, more than you may know. Your new family at St Cyprians in Retreat will surely be 

blessed by you joining them. 

 

We thank Rev Nicky for the extremely valuable role she plays in the parish. Her quiet mornings, hospital 

and home visiting, presiding and preaching when Fr Keith or Rev Reeva have been away mean so much 

to so many of us. 

We thank Fr Keith for his continued leadership, his enthusiasm and encouragement for all new ideas for 

growing the church, for his amazing ability to come down from his height to meet children at their level,  

in every sense  – and all this despite the pressures of being a very active Archdeacon and a member of a 

number of Diocesan committees.  You have endured a tough year and we salute you and Valencia for 

your example of a devoted family, totally committed to caring for everyone in this patch of God’s 

vineyard.   

 

 

Peter Oscroft and Hugh Nourse 


