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St Thomas Church, Rondebosch 

Church Wardens’ Report for the 2016 calendar year 

Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for 

this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus 

 

Introduction 

After the excitement and energy during the processes of Strategic planning 

and the events of the 150 celebrations, 2016 has been a period of 

consolidation, and development. Parish life, though, has not been 

mundane, but has seen steady developments in our spiritual life, and 

ongoing developments in various ministries. We are able to give thanks to 

God for the many blessings we have been showered with during this time. 

 

Rev Lorna Lavarello Smith 

The parish welcomed Lorna, and Drew in June, anticipating a ‘breath of 

fresh air’, knowing of their experience in their previous ministries. Lorna 

has very quickly come into her own in our parish life, providing wisdom 

and encouragement from the pulpit, and generating ideas and energy into 

the family and evening services. Added to this is the outreach of Messy 

Church which has already generated good interest and participation. Drew 

has provided impetus to the singing group in particular, and has slotted 

into a broad-based support role. Long may they stay with us. 

 

Dave Milligan 

The council was very happy to appoint Dave Milligan as our full-time 

organist. Dave has brought with him not only great technical skill, but also 

a deep knowledge of liturgical music. He has taken full responsibility for 

the selection of music at the various services, and is gently opening up the 

variety of music at the 09h30 service. He is encouraging the establishment 

of a choir. Welcome Dave! 

 

 

Margie Davidson 

Luis Barbeitos was with our family all too briefly, but in that time took on 

various roles; that of developing the youth ministry, and assisting with 

general parish administration. Fortunately, in his continued absence, 

Margie Davidson has come to the rescue, and provides office support on 

Mondays and Fridays. We are blessed to have her support and experience. 

 

Matters social 

Highlights in our social year have been few, but the fun and fellowship 

factors have been superb. The patronal Sunday saw a wonderful gathering 

of the whole parish, thankfully blessed by good weather! Thanksgiving 

Sunday was another such festive occasion when stalwarts Judy and Ian 

Paul with their committee, assembled a complex and challenging morning 

titled Amazing gRace. The day was enormous fun, with a seamless mixing 

of all the generations. I hadn’t realised how competitive we Anglicans are! 

 

Matters Spiritual 

 Although this topic falls under the rector, and will be covered by Fr Keith 

more thoroughly there are some points that bear mention. In terms of our 

spiritual life at St Thomas there has been steady progress at the 09h30 

service, and the family service, with greater participation, and the 

occasional use of alternative and developing liturgies. Outside of the 

services we have been most stimulated by the first two sections of the 

course presented by John Crossan – The Challenge of Jesus. We look 

forward to the next section continuing to challenge us through Lent. 

Infrastructure 

At long last the extensions to the Koinonia room are going full steam 

ahead. 

We are indeed fortunate to have both Peter Oscroft and Ian Paul project 

managing this construction, ensuring that the building and safety 

standards are more than met. As can be appreciated, this will add 
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significantly to the teas on a Sunday, the improvement of space utilisation 

of the junior church, and the many functions that need the extra space. 

Peter is confident that this project will be completed by Palm Sunday. 

With our precinct 150-odd years old there are always maintenance 

concerns that rear their ugly heads! Our next short term challenge is to 

repair cracks and displacements in the sewer system that has a running 

battle with the roots of the many trees in our shade-lined parking lot. 

It bears mention that two kind parishioners recently sponsored the upkeep 

and painting of all the external windows and doors of the church and hall. 

Ministries  

There are many parishioners who faithfully continue to support the 

various ministries,  including  Fikelela, Junior Church, Teen Church, 

Gardens, Flowers, Sideswomen and men, Prayers, Sacristans, Women’s 

group, Men’s group, Lay ministers, Home and Hospital Visits, Teas, 

Readings, Small groups and Home churches, Transport, St Thomas for 

Touch, Confirmation preparation, Sandwiches for Red Cross, Sewing 

Classes, Taise Services, Social Justice and Stewardship representatives. 

 

Though one doesn’t need to single out individuals, mention ought to be 

made of Margie McFadyen, who has shouldered the responsibility for the 

confirmation preparation for the candidates. On the 30
th

 of October last 

year Bishop Garth confirmed six candidates, and as the new course begins 

presently, Margie has a further six teenagers in her class. May she be well 

blessed in this important ministry.   

The engine room of the parish, our parish office, continues to amaze us 

with the quiet efficiency that keeps everything running so smoothly. Our 

heartfelt thanks to Caro and Judy who get so much done, and so much 

done outside of the office hours allocated. 

Our small team of domestic workers and gardeners continue to provide a 

valuable contribution to the look and feel of the precinct. In December the 

executive was asked to take a look at the breakdown of the transport costs 

incurred by this team; the net result is that this cost has been subsidised 

by the parish to ease this financial burden. 

We thank Rev Nicky for the extremely valuable role she plays in the parish. 

Her quiet mornings, hospital and home visiting, presiding and preaching 

when Fr Keith have been away mean so much to so many of us. 

The past year has provided our rector with many challenges at so many 

levels of his ministry. The Archdeaconry has 2 parishes that are 

interregnum, so he has had the unenviable task of running not one, but 

three council meetings a month. This added to his duties at the Diocese, 

and the Province has left him with very few hours in a day for family life, 

and sleep for that matter. We give thanks to God for his faith, his example, 

and his leadership. 

We look forward in faith to the forthcoming year, knowing that if God is 

for us, who can be against us.  

 

Peter Oscroft and Hugh Nourse 


