
The question is why?  
What makes Jesus 
special?  Why should 
the world take notice?  
The good news that is 
announced at Christ-
mas is that this child 
incarnates a new vi-
sion of peace on earth 
for the world through 
justice and peace; 
through making sure 
everyone has a fair 
share of God’s earth.  
He inaugurated God’s 
programme of peace 
through justice by non-
violent resistance to 
the state’s structural 
violence  and it’s ex-
ploitation and corrup-
tion and it’s brutal 
violence of war and 
occupation.  Subduing 
and subjugating peo-
ple into submission 
through violence or the 
threat of violence and 
war in the name of 
peace does not work 
and never will.  The 
Christmas story is ada-
mant that there is an-
other way, the way of 

Jesus.  Read it.  Digest 
it.  Pray it.  Live it!       
 
Valencia joins me in 
wishing you every joy 
and blessing at Christ-
mastide and the com-
ing New Year. 
 

Fr Keith De Vos   

My dear Sisters and 

Brothers 

 
Six years ago I was part 
of an Anglican delega-
tion attending ”The 
Fourth Anglican Global 
South to South Encoun-
ter 2010” in Singapore.  
The scale of fraud and 
corruption in high 
places taking place in 
our country was shock-
ing us.  A fellow South 
African delegate la-
mented: “The indecent 
haste with which some 
of our leaders are rush-
ing to match and outdo 
their counterparts in 
the rest of Africa, to 
turn our country into a 
feeding trough for the 
corrupt is unbearably 
scandalous and unac-
ceptable.”  The rock 
song’s title may well 
have applied: “You ain’t 
seen nothing yet.”  Six 
years later in 2016 the 
scope and scale of cor-
ruption, largely exposed 
through the release of 

Thuli Madonsela’s “The 
State of Capture”     
report, staggers the 
imagination and bog-
gles the mind.  We will 
have to wait and see if 
the report will hasten 
the demise of the Presi-
dent before his term of 
office expires.  Madon-
sela’s report, the failed 
fraud debacle against 
finance minister Gord-
han and the President’s 
own pending fraud 
charges are signals of 
huge upheaval.  We are 
in for a testing time but 
the new dawn of hope 
for a better life for all 
once again beckons on 
the horizon. 
 
The dawn of a new day 
of hope for our country 
comes at a time when 
we are preparing to 
celebrate Christmas.  
Christmas is the cele-
bration of a new dawn 
of hope for the whole 
world with the birth of 
Jesus.  “And there were 
shepherds out in the 

fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks 
at night.  An angel of 
the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around 
them and they were 
terrified.  But the angel 
said to them, ‘Do not 
be afraid.  I bring you 

good news of great joy 
that will be for all peo-
ple.  Today in the town 
of David a Saviour has 
been born to you; he is 
Christ the Lord’” (Luke 
2:8-11). Luke’s birth 
story is not intended to 
give us information 
about the biology of 
Mary but about the 
identity and destiny of 
her child.  The extraor-
dinary conception is the 
ancient way of saying 
this is an extraordinary 
life.  Luke is giving us 
an overture, an over-
view of the story he is 
about to tell.  It is the 
good news that this 
child was destined to 
change the world for 
good through his life.  
Herod didn’t deserve to 
be called king of the 
Jews and Caesar was-
n’t the Lord of the uni-
verse - Jesus is.  He is 
the King of kings, the 
Lord of lords, the Sav-
iour of the world, the 
prince of peace be-
cause of what he has 

achieved for human-
kind through his life, 
death and resurrection.  
The Christmas story is 
of great significance 
therefore not only for 
Christians but for the 
whole world.  And we 
must never lose sight 
of that! 
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On the 3rd of February 
2017 6pm at the Par-
ish Hall, St Thomas, 
Rondebosch, we will 
be throwing open our 

doors for the first 
time to welcome peo-

ple to Messy Church. 

 

What is Messy Church?   

Messy Church is a 
church in its own right. 
It doesn’t follow the 
format of traditional 
church because it pro-
vides something which 
is tailored for all the 
generations in families.  
Its values are about 
being Christ-centred, 

and it is based on crea-
tivity, hospitality and 
celebration.  Messy 
church is not a craft 
club, it is not a place 
were you can drop off 
your children for a cou-
ple of hours and leave, 
it is about learning to-
gether, worshipping 
together and eating 

together. 

Lucy Moore said “The 
'Messy' approach also 
says something about 
a willingness to lose 
power, to let go of con-
trol. The messy ap-
proach lets God's Spirit 
blow where he will, 
allows learning to hap-

pen that doesn't rely 
on teaching and enjoys 
discipleship growing 
spontaneously as well 

as strategically.” 

Messy Church says 
'We're all messy, our 
lives aren't perfect, our 
families and children 
aren't perfect and we 
believe the best space 
for God to deal with us 
in our messiness and 
disorder is in church. 

Come and join us.' 

If you would like to 
know more contact 
Revd Lorna Lavarello-

Smith on: 

revdlorna@gmail.com. 

through the provision of 
daily nutritious meals for 
up to 300 homeless peo-
ple during this period and 
4065 meals were served 
in total.  The service took 
place at The Carpenter’s 
Shop—an NPO based in 
Roeland Street—that of-
fers social care and wel-
fare to the homeless in 
Cape Town.  The Carpen-
ter’s Shop was identified 
as a suitable space from 
which to offer these ser-
vices as well as having a 
large client base of home-
less and unemployed un-

dertaking skills training. 

 

The high uptake of this 
lunch service and the 
exceptionally positive 
feedback received from its 
clients, indicates that this 
project did address a very 
real and important basic 
need of the homeless 
community.  We would like 
to secure funding to con-
tinue this critical service in 

2016 . 

An initiative in support 
of the homeless in the 

City Bowl 

 

For the homeless in Cape 
Town city centre, the pos-
sibility of receiving a daily 
meal from one of the 
charities and soup kitch-
ens in the city, exists.  
However, during the 
Christmas period, these 
organizations are closed 
(both the Service Dining 
Rooms and The Carpen-
ter’s Shop are closed).  
The Christmas Lunch Ser-
vice project was created 
with the specific aim of 
filling this short-term gap 

If you would like to sup-
port this outreach you can 
make an EFT to The Car-
penter’s Shop bank ac-
count using your name 
and “Lunch Service” as 

the reference. 

 

Bank details: 

Nedbank 

Garden’s Centre  

Branch code: 101-009 

THE CARPENTER’S SHOP 

A/C no. 1010076043 

 

4 meals = R55.00 

8 meals = R110.00 

12 meals = R165.00 

Or other amount…. 

 

If you have time to give 
helping with food collec-
tions, packing and hand-
ing out of the food please 
contact Geoff Burton  or 
The Carpenter’s Shop 021 

4615508 

info@tcs.org.za 
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Messy Church @ St Thomas’s 

Christmas Lunch Service in the Cape Town CBD 

Recycling Sunday 

STATS 

Our recycling is weighed 

each month by  

JUST JUNK: 

  July   272 kg 

  August  122 kg 

  September  33 kg 

  October  55 kg 

Let us see if we can 

improve our monthly 

TOTALS in 2017! 
 

BRING YOUR RECYCLING 

TO CHURCH ON THE LAST 

SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

(Except Dec collection 

will be on 1.1.17) 

We collect clean 

PLASTICS, GLASS, 

METAL, CARDBOARD/

PAPER, TIN  & E-WASTE 

ST THO MAS AN GL IC AN  C HUR C H 

The light of the Christmas star to 
you – The cheer and good will of 
friends to you – The hope of a 
childlike heart to you – The joy of a 
thousand angels to you – The love 
of the Son and God’s peace to you.  
With Christmas love, New Year’s 
wishes, and our deepest gratitude 
to you all for welcoming us so 
warmly into the St Thomas family.   
Every blessing,  
Drew and Revd Lorna. 
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Dear friends, 

  

As I write this we are 

moving towards the 

time of Advent and look-

ing back over the year, it 

feels as if the months 

have simply flown past. 

We are already looking 

forward to the joy of the 

Christmas season, the 

coming of Christ to the 

world.  May you all be 

blessed over this time, 

when for many of us, 

our families come to-

gether to celebrate.  For 

some of us though, 

Christmas is a difficult 

time. We need to be 

especially mindful of 

those who are lonely, or 

have recently been be-

reaved, and for whom 

there is an ‘empty 

space’ in their hearts.  I 

thank God for the privi-

lege I have of visiting 

and spending  time with 

many members of our 

community who are 

older and frailer than 

before, and who cannot 

attend our services.  We 

have a small team of 

wonderful helpers who 

regularly visit homes in 

‘Caring for the elderly’ 

and I am so grateful for 

their steady help and 

their prayers.  Please let 

us know if you have a 

particular need of being 

visited.    

  

For the first time in 

many years, I will be 

away from home this 

Christmas, visiting my 

‘overseas’ families.  But I 

will keep you all in my 

prayers.  Thank you so 

much for all the love and 

kindness you have 

shown to me over these 

past 10 years.   

  

I have been busy in the 

evenings making more 

of the ‘Fikelela’ candles, 

in various colours and 

sizes, to raise extra 

funds for the ‘Fikelela’ 

outreach project which 

is close to my heart.  The 

candles will be ready 

from the beginning of 

Advent, and can be used 

as small gifts to be lit at 

Christmas as a reminder 

to us of the joy, love, 

peace and hope that we 

need to share with oth-

ers at this time.    

  

God bless you all.   

With my love,    

Nicky Ing 
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Christmas Candles 

Picnic Carols 

Sunday 4 Dec @ 6 pm 

 

Crib Service 

Saturday  24 Dec @ 5.30 pm 

 

Midnight Mass 

Saturday 24 Dec @ 11 pm 

 

Christmas Holy Eucharist 

Sunday  25 Dec @ 7.30 am 

 

Christmas Holy Eucharist 

Sunday 25 Dec @ 9.30 am 

 

1st Sunday after Christmas  

1.1.17  ONE SERVICE ONLY @ 9.30 am 

“Light a candle 

of love this 

Christmas as a 

reminder of 

Advent joy, love, 

peace and 

hope.” 

PICNIC CAROLS  - 6 pm on Sunday 4th December  
in the Garden of Remembrance 

 

This event is now a tradition at St Thomas’s and fo r the third time 
we will celebrate the Christmas story in word and s ong.  

The carols will be accompanied by our music group  
and directed by Rev Lorna.   

 
Bring your family & friends at 18h00 & enjoy a picn ic supper in the  

beautiful garden. The singing will begin at approx 18h45.  
SoundOut will be doing the mixing as well as a disp lay of magical 

lighting in the trees and on the church walls.   
We hope it is going to be extra special this year!  

(Bring a torch/solar light) 
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THANKSGIVING 2016—The Amazing gRace 

L-R Lolo, Ashleigh, Chloe, Bishop Garth, Paul, Rebecca, Aaron, Daniel 


