
Jews” was unanimously con-
ferred upon him by the Ro-
man Senate in 40BC.  They 
needed a pliable deployee to 
ensure a smooth campaign 
of “Imperial State Capture” of 
the Jewish homeland.  
Herod from “naturalised” 
Jewish descent, not “born 
Jewish” was their man.  
They gave him a country and 
its subjects to rule.  We 
should always hear the title 
“King of Jews” as only 
Rome’s to give and no one 
else’s.  This is the first time 
the title “King of Jews” ap-
pears in Matthew.  The next 
time the title appears it is 
when Jesus was crucified on 
the cross written on a plaque 
above his head. 
 
Do you get the picture? Mat-
thew wants followers of Je-
sus to have no illusions. 
Christmas, the start of the 
good news of Jesus for the 
whole world, was high trea-
son for those in authority and 
they didn’t take it lightly.  
Why was Jesus such a 
threat?  The Herodian cam-
paign of pleasing their Ro-
man masters had dire eco-
nomic consequences for the 
subjugated people of the 
Jewish homeland.  People  

 

became desperate for loans, 
heavily indebted, preyed 
upon by unscrupulous land-
lords and where the dispos-
sessed were forced to hire 
themselves out as day la-
bourers.  They were beaten 
down emotionally and physi-
cally drained by the “Kingly” 
rule of the Herod’s on behalf 
of the Roman predators. 
 

My dear Sisters and 
Brothers 
 
I was privileged, along with 
two members who attended 
a board meeting in America 
recently, to be given a pri-
vate guided tour of the Ca-
thedral of St Peter and St 
Paul, better known as Wash-
ington National Cathedral.  
The person from California 
stopped in his tracks as he 
tried to take in the breathtak-
ing, soaring, majestic en-
trance to the sixth largest 
cathedral in the world.  
Drawing a deep breath he 
exclaimed: “How can you not 
believe there is a God at 
work in our midst who wants 
a better world, when you see 
such a magnificent testimony 
expressed through human 
endeavor?”  Words don’t 
come easy when you try to 
take in as much as you can 
of the excellence and atten-
tion to detail of every facet of 
a cathedral that took two 
hundred years to complete.  
The Cathedral suffered sig-
nificant damage in the earth-
quake which struck Wash-
ington DC on the 23 August 
2011.  A restoration project 
costing 34 million Dollars is 
still underway. 

 
One of the cathedral staff 
was putting the finishing 
touches to the Nativity 
Scenes being put on display.  
It was 4 November 2017!  
Christmas is getting closer 
every year it seems.  She 
said, “Please don’t hesitate 
to ask me any questions.” 
and noticing my keen inter-
est in the beautifully crafted 
pieces volunteered her 

knowledge.  Over the years 
the cathedral has collected 
700+ different sets of Nativ-
ity Scenes she said, too 
many to put on display all at 
once.  They are divided up 
into clusters.  The ones on 
display when I was there 
were last seen in 1924, 
ninety three years ago and 
will only appear again in 
2110 when I am long dead 
and buried.  They were the 
most exquisite depictions of 
the Christmas story I have 
ever seen and I am glad I 
didn’t miss it. 
 
It was the depictions of the 
Magi, the three Kings or 
three wise men that I found 
particularly intriguing.  They 
were Oriental, “Far” Eastern, 
the Wisdom of the East 
seeking to pay homage to a 
new born King in the West. 

We have Matthew’s Gospel 
to thank for this powerful 
spin on the birth of Jesus. 
East meets West in Christ-
mas celebration for potential 
world peace and justice.  
The Magi came looking for 
“the one who has been born 
king of the Jews” (Matthew 
2ff).  When Herod the Great 
heard about it he was furi-
ous.  The Title “King of 
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The Christmas story is about peace & justice for all... 

Clay Creche from Tanzania on 
display in Washington National 
Cathedral in 2012 
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People were ready for Jesus’ 
message proclaiming a radical 
revolution in community rela-
tions. People must not be so 
consumed with themselves, 
whether good or bad that they 
never spare a thought for oth-
ers or lend a helping hand 
where they can.  Become co-
workers with God to restore 
the world disfigured by human 
evil, selfishness and greed, 
into a place of justice and 
peace for all. This was at the 
heart of Jesus’ message. It is 
still relevant today.  The 
Christmas story is adamant 
that there is another way, the 
way of Jesus.  Let us be will-
ing to follow it!       
 
Valencia joins me in wishing 
you every joy and blessing at 
Christmastide and the coming 
New Year. 
 
Fr Keith  

The Ven K De Vos 



2017 will definitely be a year 
to remember! We’ve rounded 
up all the highlights of all the 
youth events, services and 
activities that have been tak-
ing place throughout the year 
at St Thomas Church. 
 

Messy Church 
Arts, crafts and a whole lot of 
fun was the common thread 
on the first Friday of every 
month at St Thomas 
Church. Messy Church brings 
together friends and family to 
celebrate the incredible work 
of God through creativity, song 
and fellowship. A definite high-
light was the Great Messy Pic-
nic, based on the classical 
Bible story the 'Feeding of the 
5 000'. This was an opportu-
nity for everyone to bring along 
snacks to share and to learn 
about the miracle behind the 
story. Another noteworthy 
theme was Love Thy World, 
where pipe cleaners and egg 
shell boxes came to life in the 
form of crafty bees and butter-
flies. Before indulging in a 
delicious meal followed by 
dessert, everyone learnt about 
the importance of recycling, 
clearing up litter and taking 
care of our planet. The evening 
ended off in true Messy fash-
ion with live music from the St 
Thomas Christian Rock band 
and everyone joining in on the 
worship songs. To find out 
more about the latest Messy 
Church events, 
visit facebook.com/
MessyChurchStThomas/ 
 
Kids for Christ (KFC) 
During the Family service and 
hosted by our Youth ministers, 
KFC takes place one Sunday  
every month. It is geared to-
wards uniting children of all 
ages to learn about the       

wonderful teachings of our 
Lord and Saviour. A rather 
unique KFC took place in No-
vember, where everyone ven-
tured outside into the exquisite 
sunshine, sang worship songs 
with the band, had a treasure 
hunt in search of Bible verses, 
played cricket and said their 
bubble prayers (everyone 
prays for another in the group 
and blows bubbles after the 
prayer is said). Action songs 
are a favourite, as well as the 
telling of a Bible story that 
usually requires volunteers for 
the story to come alive. The 
lessons that are taught are far-
reaching, equipping them to 
take on the big, wide world 
with Jesus by their side.  
 

Junior Church  
Our group continues to grow 
from strength to strength, al-
ways seeking new ways to 
keep our children inspired to 
follow in the footsteps of our 
Lord. There are plenty of joint 
activities for children of all 
ages to get involved in, giving 
them an opportunity to make 
new friends, let loose their 
creative side with arts 'n crafts 
and learn about what it truly 
means to be a disciple of Je-
sus Christ, our Saviour. We 
look forward to a blessed 
2018 with all of our Junior 
Churchers! 
 

J-walkers 
This year, our Grade 4 to 6s 
decided on the name “J-
walkers” as their group name 
as we are walking with Jesus 
through our journey of life. We 
meet twice a month on the 
Sundays other than the Family 
service and KFC. In our small 
group we have done and learnt 
some fun things together from 
the Bible — building bridges 
and forgiving others (have a 
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look at some of our bridges on 
the Koinonia wall), loving and 
determining who is our 
neighbour, opening our ears 
and hearts to hear God speak 
to us (can you recognise your 
friends with your eyes closed?) 
and seeing (using yeast in 
some dough) that the Holy 
Spirit does fill us up and help 
us in our day to day life. Our J-
walkers are asking some tough 
questions and really starting to 
grapple with their relationship 
with God, but our hour flies by 
swiftly so we pray and trust 
that all the parents and grand-
parents are raising issues with 
their children and grandchil-
dren to lead a life of disciple-
ship and to develop a strong 
relationship with our Lord and 
Saviour. 
 

Inspire 
What an inspirational year! The 
teen youth at St Thomas, 
called Inspire, has ended 
2017 with a bang, spreading 
all the knowledge they have 
learnt within the church, with 
family and beyond. In October, 
Inspire went on an Eco Camp 
to learn about environmental 
awareness, recycling and up-
cycling around the church and 
at home, as well as creating a 
vegetable plot at St Thomas in 
support of others. Inspire also 
hosted Friday night social eve-
nings, where everyone took 
part in games and watched 
movies. ‘Inspire Marilyn’ is an 
initiative Inspire is running, 
where food and gift packages 
are being organised for 
Marilyn, an Inspirational per-
son who needs help, and her 
family for Christmas. If you 
would like to help with food 
and gift donations, please 
speak to Inspire. 

Highlights from the NEXT GENERATION 

By Alex Nagel 

 1
 
DEC 18h00  MESSY CHURCH     

10 DEC 18h00 PICNIC CAROLS 

24
 
DEC 07h45 HOLY EUCHARIST 

    09h30 HOLY EUCHARIST  

    17h30  CRIB SERVICE 

             23h00 MIDNIGHT MASS 

25
 
DEC 08h30 HOLY EUCHARIST 



Quiet mornings are exactly what 
the words imply: a time during 
which one can contemplate, medi-
tate, reflect, introspect, pray, read 
and study Scripture, write down 
one’s thoughts or create in si-
lence. This special time takes 
place in a niche of one’s choice 
somewhere in our beautiful parish 
gardens, church or other associ-
ated building – of course it is de-
pendent on the weather! 
 
This popular activity was initiated 
by the Rev. Nicky Ing about ten 
years ago. It usually takes place 
on a Saturday morning from 09:00
-12:00, three or four times a year, 
often before a significant period of 
the Church calendar is about to 
begin, for example, Lent, Pente-
cost or Advent. Rev. Nicky pre-
pares the notes which contain 
pertinent biblical readings and 
other literature to provide guid-
ance around her chosen theme for 
the session. The occasion is fur-
ther enhanced with flowers, can-
dles, cloth, clay, books, pictures, 
paper, crayons, shells, etc.  
 
After a welcome introduction, the 
morning gets underway with 
prayer by Rev. Nicky before she 
suggests her topic for the occa-
sion and hands out the relevant 
material. The participants then go 
to their chosen spot. About an 
hour or so later one is invited to 
help oneself to delicious refresh-
ments while maintaining silence. 
Another hour is spent in drawing 
one’s thoughts together. The ses-
sion is concluded with those who 
wish to share some of their 
thoughts before each of us returns 
to the hustle and bustle of coping 
with everyday life – the difference 
being: feeling refreshed and 
blessed to have had the privilege 
of removing ourselves from our 
daily routines to be nearer to God, 
our faithful and loving Father, and 
thus we replenish our souls.  
 
Thank you dear Nicky for this 
wonderful initiative. 

Sally Michell 
  

Food Fair 
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A TIME TO 

REPLENISH  
To All Parishioners: 

As the Convener of the St Thomas Food Fair on 21 October, I take this opportu-
nity (on behalf of the Committee) to express heartfelt gratitude and thanks to 
ALL parishioners for their committed, dedicated and loyal support and assis-
tance before and during a very successful Food Fair. 

We were blessed with sponsor partnerships from business and retail enterprises, 
and all praise and glory to our Heavenly Father for a beautiful day and a very 
successful Anglican fund-raising outreach event. The event secured a final in-
come amount of  R32445-00. 

Jeremy Kannemeyer 

Wednesday Sewing Group 
Dear Fr Keith and Parishioners 

It has been business as usual at our Weekly Sewing classes.  Our students have 
worked hard and with great enthusiasm and, as always, we have been encour-
aged and rewarded by their progress during the year. 

Our party was a happy occasion with the Revd Lorna presenting diplomas, em-
ployers and friends admiring garments on display—and a great tea. Best of all 
was the love and appreciation shown by our students to our teachers and when 
two students spoke of how learning to sew had changed their lives, we knew our 
work had been worthwhile. 

I can’t thank our teachers enough for their commitment and hard work.  They are 
amazing.  In fact  we need a few more and if any parishioners would care to 
join us, I can guarantee a very warm welcome. 

We have been blessed with many donations of material and other sewing aids 
and are extremely grateful.  If anyone has an old hand singer machine which is 
no longer used, we would give it a loving home. 

Our warm wishes to you all for a blessed Christmas and a happy new year. 

Eileen Gamble 

Joan Bomvana Retires 
On November 10th after 18 years of faithful service to St Thomas we bade 
farewell  to our dear friend Joan. It was the day before her 60th birthday!  
Joan has been mainly responsible for the cleanliness of the parish hall and kept 
us well watered with tea.  We miss her enormously and thank God for the 
privilege of working with such an amazing woman of great character and love.  
God bless you with good health and enjoy your retirement dear Joan! 

Joan gave a very moving speech at her party/farewell,  “I am saying farewell 
to everyone and my final goodbyes.  I have served St Thomas for 18 years 
and those 18 years have meant a lot to me . I would like to thank you on be-
half of my grandchildren. You have supported and helped me and my family 
throughout this time. I say goodbye and farewell with my love.”  Her daughter 
Nthuthu and grand daughter Lebone also took the opportunity to say thank you 
for the support they have received from St Thomas’s via their Mother and 
Grand-mother. 



For a group of enthusiastic and committed teens, this is 
an important question. They need to know why this part 
of their faith journey is so important. Preparing for 
Confirmation is, partly, learning more about their faith 
and about the Anglican church, but more than that, it is 
learning more about themselves and how they can be 
disciples of Christ – because that is the way towards a 
more meaningful life. The aim of our weekly sessions 
was to create a safe space for them to learn but also 
to explore their own ideas and opinions about them-
selves, their lives, their beliefs and their faith, and to 
discover a whole new way of being Christian! 

So after10 months of weekly Confirmation preparation 
this year’s candidates were excited and ready to 
make a significant commitment to our Lord Jesus Christ 
for themselves! They had each written to Archbishop 
Thabo to tell him why they wanted to be confirmed by 
him on 22nd October.  It was a joy to welcome 
Archbishop Thabo and Mrs Makgoba to St Thomas’s. A 
big thank you to Margie McFadyen, Revd Nicky and 
Revd Lorna for preparing the candidates from St Tho-
mas’s.  

Congratulations on your Confirmation: 

Zoe Adriaan,  

Kai Chavda,  

Cameron Dicks, 

Hiroki & Masanori Fujiwara,  

Ben Marx,  

Michael Muller,  

Jordi Swartz 

& Jaden Wyngaard  
Phone: 0216856752 

E-mail: parishoffice@str.org.za 
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Why Confirmation? Why does it matter? 

time it was thought provok-
ing and spiritual. I was very 
impressed with how courte-
ous, engaging and charming 
our boys were throughout 
the morning.  
 

JORDY:  "It was really awe-
some to be able to learn the 
history of St George’s Ca-
thedral. The building struc-
ture was the most fascinat-
ing for me,”  
 

KAI:  “I was especially im-
pressed by the Archbishop’s 
and the Bishop's thrones 
because they look so majes-
tic. I'm so proud to be an 
Anglican.” 

  

On 3 October, Margie and 
Nicky took some of the confir-
mation candidates on an or-
ganised tour of St George’s 
Cathedral. We were privi-
leged to have a fantastic tour 
guide called Lorraine. She did 
well to make it fun and inter-
esting. Nicky had very kindly 
packed a picnic which we de-
cided to tuck into while sitting 
in traffic, in the kombi, on our 
drive back to St Thomas. It was 
a fun outing but at the same 

JORDAN  "Margie, thanks so 
much to you and Nicky for 
organising our trip, to Cathy 
for taking us and to Lorraine 
for  being our very informa-
tive tour guide at the cathe-
dral. I've  never been there 
before so didn't know what 
to expect but wow!!!...I was 
blown away by the building. 
To think it was built before 
computers and modern con-
struction equipment were 
invented yet every  piece of 
Table Mountain stone fits 
perfectly. Walking through 
the cathedral everything 
was so quiet and peaceful.  
I had a feeling of calmness 
and could feel a presence 

Cathedral Visit 
amongst us.  I loved the 
stained glass windows as 
they each had their own 
story to tell. This church has 
played a very important 
role  in the transformation 
of our country and it makes 
me so proud to be an Angli-
can and a Capetonian."  
 

BEN:  "I thought the outing 
was a very worthwhile ex-
perience for us. We had an 
awesome guide who was 
energetic and fun and we 
learned a whole lot. I think 
that for all of us confirma-
tion candidates, we felt a 
personal connection with 
God that day."  

Cathy Marx 


