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shocking results that 30.4 
million South Africans live in 
poverty and 13.8 million peo-
ple live in extreme poverty.  
The poverty line is R441 per 
person per month.  Imagine 
the difference an uncondi-
tional, unrestricted gift of 
R996 per person will make, 
paid directly into the person’s 
bank account, only accessible 
through biometric authentica-
tion of the recipients by finger-
print or iris scanning. 
   
I mention one more Synod 
motion: Participation in the 
Anglican Communion wide call 
for a Decade of Discipleship in 
every Province, Diocese and 
Parish across the world.  Disci-
pleship is more than giving 
your life to Christ.  It is about a 
lifelong dedication of your life 
to follow Christ, nowhere bet-
ter expressed than in commit-
ting yourself to getting in-
volved in the ongoing life, 
work and ministry of the local 
parish.  Read prayerfully and 
carefully through the Dedica-
tion form and see where you 
might get involved.  May the 
Lord bless us and watch over 
us, may the Lord make his 
face shine upon us and be 
gracious to us, as we give him 
great Thanksgiving and show 
our love for him through faith-
ful Stewardship and Dedi-
cated service. 
              
Your Rector and Friend 
Fr Keith 

Dear Sisters and Brothers 
 
I am filled with gratitude and 
joy for the wonderful effort 
made by the leadership of our 
parish and many other parish-
ioners, who gave ideas and 
dedicated their time and hard 
work, to ensure that our 
church plant was splendidly 
prepared to host the 65th 
Synod of the Diocese of Cape 
Town.  At the end of Synod the 
Dean conveyed the thanks of 
the Archbishop, Bishop of 
Table Bay and members of 
Synod for the generosity of the 
rector, churchwardens, parish 
council and members of St 
Thomas’ for making our prem-
ises available.  I received 
many expressions of personal 
thanks from Synod represen-
tatives.  Bishop Garth ex-
pressed his special thanks 
and I spotted Archbishop 
Thabo indicating appreciation 
for the heaters in the church.  
The Archbishop intimated to 
me just before writing this 
letter, how a successful Synod 
so often depends on the good 
quality of the sound.  He ex-
pressed appreciation that the 
microphones worked well and 
that everyone could be heard 
clearly.  Given the troubles we 
have had to sort out the 
sound system you can appre-
ciate what a relief it was to 
receive that appreciation from 
our Archbishop. 
 
The Synod manager Fr Karl 
Groepe and the Diocesan 
Administration ensure that the 
decisions of Synod are col-
lated and printed in the new 
booklet: Anglican Church of 
Southern Africa, Diocese of 
Cape Town “ACTS of Diocesan 
Synod 2017.”  When it is pub-
lished every parish will have 
copies in the church office.  I 
cannot mention all the mo-
tions passed at Synod but you 
will understand the call for 

“Water Justice” reminding us 
of the dire position we find 
ourselves in because of the 
drought and calling on our 
Diocese and parishes to be 
proactive to meet its chal-
lenges.  Addressing the 
“Future of Youth” in our Dio-
cese featured prominently 
from different perspectives, 
highlighting young people’s 
priority of place as the present 
and future members of our 
church.  Exploring a new local-
ised model for the theological 
training of lay people and es-
pecially for future clergy was 
sought, not least in the light of 
the exorbitant cost of residen-
tial theological training at the 
College of the Transfiguration 
in Grahamstown.  Archbishop 
Thabo reiterated his vision 
that COTT becomes the lead-
ing centre for theological train-
ing and ongoing clergy forma-
tion in Sub Saharan Africa.  
Our Thanksgiving Sunday Of-
fering goes to support COTT! 
 
Exploring how to use church 
land and buildings for the 
sustainable development of 
the church’s our core ministry 
of mission and evangelism 
was called for in the light of 
the economic challenges more 
and more people are facing.  
Our Church wardens draw our 
attention to this reality with 
the graph of the decline in 
parish income through pledge 
and plate in the enclosed 
pledge letter. They seek to 
encourage you to be faithful 
generous Stewards through 
your Dedicated giving in these 
stringent times.  The growing 
inequality in our society and 
the unprecedented rise in the 
number of poor people moti-
vated support for a Basic In-
come Grant for all citizens, 
every man, woman and child 
through the mother.  I write 
when the Statistician General 
has just announced the 
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Forty years ago, on Tues-
day 16th August 1977 
about 150 people arrived 
on the doorstep of St Tho-
mas’s Church seeking 
shelter.  They were Xhosa
-speaking refugees from 
the “illegal” Modderdam 
informal settlement which 
had been demolished by 
staff of the Bantu Affairs 
Administration Board un-
der the protective eye of 
the South African Police.  
Cape Town was experi-
encing one of its wettest 
winters, with fierce north-
westerly winds.  Home-
less, cold, hungry and 
very wet, they had been 

given shelter by the Do-
minican Sisters close by 
the informal settlement, 
but the school buildings 
were needed, and so 
the Sisters appealed 
urgently for help.   
 
At an impromptu meet-
ing of the Rector, 
Churchwardens and the 
Parish Councillor re-

sponsible for social 
responsibility on 
Monday 15th, we 
agreed to invite the 
refugees to St Tho-
mas’s should they 

wish to come to us while 
their longer-term future 
was negotiated.   
 

More people arrived the 
next day, and the number 
swelled to 400 and then 
500, so we appealed to 
neighbouring parishes.  
Between them St Paul’s 
Rondebosch, All Saints 
Plumstead, St John’s 
Wynberg, St George’s 
Silvertown, Christ Church 
Constantia and Bishop-
scourt each housed 20 to 
30 people.  The refugees 
were with us for over 
seven weeks, until early 
October.   
 

The remarkable story of 
the immediate and gener-
ous response of parishion-
ers, NGO’s and members 
of the public will be told at 
St Thomas’s at a com-
memorative event over 
tea on Wednesday 13th 
September at 10.30 a.m., 
after the 9.30 a.m. Eucha-
rist at which  we will re-
member and give thanks 
for the compassionate 
response.   
 

The response was not all 
favourable.  We were 
hounded by BAAB offi-

cials, police, City officials, 
sections of the media and 
disgruntled householders.  
At 4.30 a.m. on Friday 9th 
September the BAAB and 
police raided the premises 
and arrested the men and 
women whom they ruled 
were illegally in Cape 
Town, put them in cells in 
Langa, tried them, found 
them guilty, and fined 
them.  They promptly re-
turned to Rondebosch.   

 

Come on Wednesday 13th 
September for more of the 
story. All are very wel-
come at either the service 
or the tea or both.  RSVP 
to the Parish Secretary at 
021 685 6752, for catering 
purposes.   

Bishop Christopher 
Gregorowski 
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YOU ARE INVITED TO A SPECIAL EVENT ON  

WEDNESDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER AT 9.30 AM 

REMEMBERING 

THE DEMOLITION OF THE INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS  

OF MODDERDAM, UNIBELL AND ELSEWHERE  

IN THE WINTER OF 1977 

AND THE SEVEN-WEEK MINISTRY OF SHELTER AT ST THOMAS 

RONDEBOSCH AND OTHER CHURCHES 

  

The usual Holy Eucharist at 9h30 will be said in  

commemoration of this time and will be followed by 

a talk about it during TEA in the Koinonia Room. 

An Invitation from The Rector & Churchwardens 



Messy Church has ex-
ceeded all expectations! 
Praise be to God! 

It takes a lot of people 
to make Messy Church 
happen.  We have the 
Worship Team, who 
practice every week to 
ensure we have the 
music and the worship 
that is an integral part 
of Messy Church.  They 

also put together all 
of the audio visuals 
we use at Messy and 
organise the Prayer 
Tent.  We have the 
Welcome Team, who 
do a whole lot more 
than just welcome.  
They put together all 
of the activities and 
craft that takes place 
at Messy as well as 

helping to make everyone 
who joins us feel welcome 
and a part of the Messy 
family. We have the Cater-
ing team who keep us fed 
and watered as well as en-
suring everything is set up 
and cleared away at the 
end.  Behind the scenes we 
have our Marketing Team 
who make sure that people 
get to hear about us,  and 
who produce the pro-
gramme, Take Away Menu 
and any other marketing 
required.   
We have seen new families 
arrive each month to join us 
and we are delighted that 
friends from other churches 
in the Diocese have come 
along to see Messy Church 
in action.  
I love the way Messy 

Church chal-
lenges the 
whole church 
community to think further 
about why we are here and 
what God wants us to do 
next. Please pray for us as 
we try to keep up with all 
that God is doing amongst 
us. We thank God so much 
for the gift Messy Church is 
to us. 
If you would like more infor-
mation about Messy 
Church, or would like to 
become part of the team, 
please contact Revd. Lorna 
on revdlorna@gmail.com 

 MESSY CHURCH 

for our Inspire T-shirt’s that are our next 
step. We will be fundraising over the 
next few weeks for this and we are 
planning to get this branded throughout 
St Thomas. (See logo picture) 
 
On the 28th July, we had our second 
Friday night Social Evening which was 
very well attended by members of In-
spire and their friends from other 
churches. (See picture.) The group 
enjoyed hotdogs, Boeri rolls and 
chicken curry (curry kindly supplied by 
Jacqui Samson) but the big question 
is………..did Jordi do the washing 
up???? We are planning more social 
events throughout the year. 
 
God’s ICU is finally starting to take 
shape. See the picture of the most re-
cent round of painting that we have 
done. In addition, this past week our 
focus was Inspirational Faith Paintings. 
The group was encouraged to think 
about what God and the Inspire group 
means to them, what we have already 
done and what we are inspired to do in 
the future.  The group produced some 
amazing paintings and these are now 
on display in God’s ICU. (see picture) 
 

Melanie Maclachlan 

Inspire have a new logo which was 
created together by the members of 
the Inspire group. Special thanks go to 
Kaitlyn for digitalising it. We wanted 
the logo to convey that our mission is 
to become God’s hands and feet in the 
building of His kingdom here on earth. 
God’s love for sinners and his perfect 
justice meet at the cross revealing His 
character to us. The Holy Spirit in-
spires us into action. Keep an eye out 
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INSPIRE IS  GROW ING  



 
astute business woman and a true 
woman of faith.  She loved her family 
dearly and their home was a place of 
warmth, fun and hospitality. Under-
pinning all this was their involvement 
and commitment to St Thomas. 
Sheila was blessed not only with 
good looks, elegance and gracious-
ness but she also had deep wisdom 
and integrity. This she used to great 
advantage as a Church Warden, Lay 
Minister, Sunday school teacher, and 
leader of Children’s Church.  She 
hosted house groups, prayer minis-
tries and many courses. A caring lady 
who imparted advice, empathy and 
understanding in a quiet and unas-
suming manner. 
She reached out to all age groups 
with ease and was well loved and 
respected. She always had a ready 
smile and a keen sense of fun. This 
love of relating to others and sharing 
her faith made her the perfect person 
to answer the Diocesan call for par-
ishes to respond to the needs arising 
from the HIV/AIDS pandemic. In 2000 

TRIBUTE TO SHEILA 

FROM ST THOMAS 
The Bloomer 
family have 
been connected 
to St Thomas 
Rondebosch for 
so many years 
that it is unlikely 
that any of our 
parishioners 
has not, at 
some time in 

their lives, been touched in some 
way by their presence. They were 
very much part of the Rondebosch 
community as a young family, and 
chose to attend our church.  Both 
Sheila and Dennis were lay minis-
ters and, as such, were fondly 
called the Arch and Mother Arch. 
They became role models and an 
encouragement for many young 
families and friends. 
Sheila stood out from the beginning 
as a wonderful wife and mother, an 
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ST THOMAS’S FOOD FAIR 
 Date: 21 Oct 2017 

 Time: 10h30 – 14h00 
 Come along and enjoy fellowship with 
delicious food from around the world  

+ take home bakkies! 
 

Contact Jeremy 0824731560 to assist or for info 

she started the Fikelela Aids Project 
at St Thomas and remained inter-
ested and involved right to the end. 
We packed our first food parcels in 
her garage and this ministry grew 
from 10 parcels per month to 140 
over the years.  She led a group of 
ladies who played with sick children 
at the Red Cross Hospital and soon 
became aware that there were 
many mothers sitting at their chil-
dren’s bedsides, who received only 
1 meal a day. So the sandwich 
outreach was born and to date 76 
parishioners are involved in making 
and delivering sandwiches to the 
hospital. Perhaps her first love in 
this project was our relationship with 
the Gugulethu Grannies—a wonder-
ful group of elderly ladies, who are 
raising their grandchildren, having 
lost their own children to AIDS. 
Quarterly tea parties enabled us to 
share stories, worship and build our 
faith together and Sheila was al-
ways there.  They loved her and 
respected her and she became the 

revered senior Mama. Even 
when her health was failing 
she would make every effort to 
be present at these gatherings. 
Her last few years were not 
easy, but in true fashion she 
bore her burdens with faith, 
stoicism and dignity and she 
would regularly attend Sunday 
services with her carer, seated 
in her usual place. A ready 
smile and a hug at the Peace 
belied her suffering. 
A true woman of God – she 
lived out her faith in good 
times and through hardships.  

The parishioners of St Thomas 

extend love and condolences 

to her family – she was very 

proud of all of you and you can 

certainly be proud of this pillar 

of St Thomas. We give thanks 

for her life and for the signifi-

cant way she left her mark on 

this church.  

Jenny Masterson 

THE COMMUNITY ARTS FESTIVAL 


