
stantially have died and this 

has had a significant impact 

on our income.  In addition 

seniors in the congregation 

have relocated to the Deep 

South, Northern suburbs and 

further afield.  Seniors have 

also had to face other chal-

lenges.  I am aware that 

some elderly parishioners 

have had to reduce their 

pledges due to unavoidable 

circumstances.  I want to 

express gratitude and 

thanksgiving to our senior 

stalwarts especially and all 

our faithful and dedicated 

parishioners, for making it 

possible to explore, innovate 

and try new models of minis-

try to reach out to and attract 

young families and young 

people. 

 

The economy is biting hard 

and we are all feeling the 

squeeze.  There is no culture 

of fundraising at St Thomas 

and two consecutive Spring 

Markets took five years to 

make it happen.  As an un-

tapped resource another 

was scheduled for 2018.  It‟s 

not going to happen and the 

committee is already hard 

pressed to try and make it 

happen in 2019.  But we 

need to find a more sustain-

able way to endow the future 

mission and ministry of St 

Thomas‟s that does not rely 

solely on pledge and plate, 

not least because of the 

need to employ a full time 

“Youth Co-ordinator”.  With 

Stewardship, Dedication and 

Dear Sisters and Brothers 

 

Every diocese has its „viable‟ 

churches.  In the Diocese of 

Cape Town St Thomas 

Church Rondebosch is an 

important one.  Viability in 

the Anglican model of church 

generally means at least a 

congregation of 100 – 150 

parishioners.  Such churches 

will have a „ministry team‟, 

which shares with clergy the 

task of pastoral leadership; 

hopefully they will also have 

a thriving ministry to young 

people.  A viable church 

must be able to raise enough 

money through the contribu-

tions of parishioners to the 

parish income, to provide for 

the costs of its mission and 

ministry, exercised by the  

lay and ordained.  This par-

ish income is derived mainly 

from Tithing, Pledges and 

Collections but increasingly, 

hiring and rental come into 

the equation, as does the 

importance of fundraising.  A 

parish should raise enough 

money to look after its build-

ings, make improvements to 

the church plant deemed 

necessary and also contrib-

ute to the costs of ministry in 

other parts of the diocese.  

There will always be „areas 

of mission‟ that need finan-

cial as well as other support, 

because of the challenges 

poorer churches face, as 

well as for extra-parochial 

ministries that are not parish 

based.  The diocese will 

therefore continue to need 

some means of sharing the 

costs of mission and minis-

try.  This is done through the 

„Diocesan Assessment‟ to 

which all churches contrib-

ute.  The „Parish Assess-

ment‟ the diocese receives 

from parishes is paid to cler-

gy as a stipend.  As Arch-

deacon I am relieved that all 

the churches in the Ron-

debosch Archdeaconry are 

up to date with their assess-

ments.  Hopefully it is a sign 

that they will remain viable 

into the future. 

 

St Thomas Rondebosch was 

branded as the “Alpha” 

Church, holding the record 

for the most consecutive 

courses run and a resource 

centre.  When I began as 

rector nine years ago, I im-

agined inheriting a Holy Trin-

ity Brompton style church, 

packed to the rafters, with 

mostly young people. It was 

a sobering reality check to 

discover that the majority of 

the congregation was made 

up of middle aged and elder-

ly parishioners who had re-

mained the faithful and dedi-

cated core of the church, 

along with some younger 

families.  The stewardship of 

this dedicated core has sus-

tained the viability of our 

parish over the years.  It led 

me to admit that I have nev-

er prayed so hard for the 

longevity of my congregation 

as I pray for St Thomas‟s.  

But the reality is that senior 

parishioners who gave sub-
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Thanksgiving in mind I 

urge you, let “the genuine-

ness of your love” be seen 

in your giving (2 Cor 8:8b).  

“For you know the gener-

ous act of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that though he was 

rich, yet for your sakes he 

became poor, so that by 

his poverty you might be-

come rich.” (2Cor 8:9). 

 

Your Rector and Friend 

Fr Keith 



It is always hard to say fare-

well and after 12 years min-

istering to the St Thomas 

family, our dear Nicky is 

moving on, and we are so 

aware of the gap she will be 

leaving. Whilst we ask for 

God’s blessing on her fu-

ture plans, we reflect with 

love and appreciation all 

that she has meant to us.  

 

Nicky’s compassion and 

empathy and her gentle 

ministry have been the cor-

nerstone of so much of her 

work here. She has been 

able to come alongside the 

frail, the sick and the griev-

ing in a very special way, 

giving comfort to them and 

their families. Many have 

attended her grief counsel-

ling courses and received 

her loving notes of encour-

agement and prayer. 

 

Over the years her quiet 

mornings have inspired 

reflection and growth in 

faith. Her attention to detail 

and preparation for these 

mornings was never taken 

for granted – beautiful, 

thought provoking theme 

tables set out so beautifully 

to focus us, with relevant 

material, music, and always 

candles. Of course, she 

provided home baked good-

ies for our tea! 

 

As a member of the Fikelela 

Task Team, she packed 

parcels, made and deliv-

ered sandwiches for Red 

Cross, re-conditioned greet-

ings cards, sold her own 

candles for funds and sen-

sitively led a time of wor-

ship at our Grannies’ teas.  

She attended our monthly 

meetings and gave wise 

counsel as we planned. She 

reached out beyond St 

Thomas, supporting the 

Diocesan Fikelela staff by 

offering them quiet morn-

ings of reflection and re-

freshment and assisted the 

hospital chaplain at Red 

Cross 

 

All this, alongside her du-

ties assisting in taking Sun-

day services, midweek ser-

vices, baptisms, and funer-

als and taking communion 

to the elderly and the sick. 

A constant support for Fa-

ther Keith when busy with 

his duties as Archdeacon.  

 

Hospitable, friendly and 

fun, Nicky made plenty of 

friends in the parish and 

was always present and 

ready to lend a helping 

hand at all our social 

events. She was welcomed 

into our homes and recipro-

cated readily.  

 

Now she is moving into a 

new community and I have 

no doubt that she will im-

merse herself into life there 

with the same dedication 

and care, and new friend-

ships will follow. 

 

Take time to rest Nicky and 

be kind to yourself – you 

have served God and us so 

well.  Enjoy spending time 

with your family and may 

God guide you as you con-

tinue to trust in him. 

 

You will remain in our 

thoughts and prayers and 

we thank you for blessing 

us so richly during your time 

at St Thomas. 

Jenny Masterson 

occasions but he was al-

ways humble, one could 

view the healings as mira-

cles.  He had a willingness 

to spend hours in his heal-

ing ministry with anyone 

who wanted prayer, often 

assisted by lay minsters. He 

was non-judgmental and all 

prior prognoses were never 

questioned. I recall his heal-

ing ministry workshops 

which were  healing in  

themselves  for  those  who 

attended. 

 In his retirement at 

Volmoed he continued using 

his gift of healing and many 

parishioners are deeply 

I was baptised as a baby at 

St Thomas Church and I 

returned to the  Church in 

2001. I was very ill at the 

time and had heard from 

Martin Shelton that the in-

cumbent priest Barry Wood 

had a gifted healing minis-

try. Barry guided and cared 

for me throughout my recov-

ery. This was a tremendous 

blessing to me and the heal-

ing took place. 

Barry would guide us at the 

healing services so we 

learnt how to pray for heal-

ing of those who faced very 

difficult issues, I witnessed 

his healing gift on many 

grateful for his faithful daily 

prayers until the very end. I 

remember Barry was com-

pletely dedicated to God 

and a man of deep wisdom 

and compassion. He had a 

clear  understanding  of  the 

human nature and great 

humility.  I remember how 

Barry loved Molly and his 

family and he enjoyed  life 

with  diverse interests  and 

he was  a  colourful  individ-

ual. 

Barry’s special request was 

that his funeral service take 

place at St Thomas’s 

Church. Rev Jo Tyers  

preached and Archbishop 

FAREWELL TO REVD NICKY ING 

Remembering our former Rector Barry Wood 

St Thomas Church, Rondebosch  

THANK YOU 

NICKY FOR 12 

WONDERFUL 

YEARS OF LOVE 

AND MINISTRY 

IN THE PARISH 

OF ST THOMAS 

RONDEBOSCH! 

Thabo presided at the ser-

vice on Wednesday 1st  

August .  

Fr Keith welcomed 2 re-

tired Archbishops and sev-

eral Bishops and clergy, 

and many family members 

and friends who came to 

give Barry a wonderful, 

warm celebration of his life  

and to rejoice  in his home 

coming to the Lord. 

Bless you Barry as you heal 

in Heaven with all those 

Angels! 

Philippa Jolly Woolley 



Sunday, 5th August was a 
cool and wintry Sunday 
and we all prayed for once 
that the rain would hold off 
for the morning as young 
people from our neigh-
bourhood schools gath-
ered at St Thomas’s. 

 

Bishops Interact and In-
spire St Thomas success-
fully hosted an Inter-
Schools Liesbeek River 
clean-up event on Sun-
day, 22nd April. Following 
on this, we staged the for-
mal launch of the Schools 
for the Liesbeek project on 
Sunday, 5

th
 August. This 

involved teenagers from 
Bishops, Inspire St Thom-
as, Rustenburg Girls’ 
High, Sans Souci Girls’ 

High, Claremont High and 
SACS, completing another 
Liesbeek River clean-up, 
and then gathered to hear 
about the proposed 
Schools for the Liesbeek 
project, followed by a piz-
za picnic. 

 

In addition, some of the 
youngsters participated in 
an inter-schools pavement 
art competition that took 
place while the others 
were on the river clean-
up. The theme for the 
competition was: A Tribute 
to Women. Each group 
was given a 90cm x 90 cm 
area immediately outside 
the church hall where they 
created the most beautiful 
pavement art designs, and 

their work was admired by 
all. 

 

INSPIRE (St Thomas’s 
Teens) are partners with 
the Schools for the 
Liesbeek project and took 
part in the chalk art com-
petition. They are current-
ly planning a landscaping 
design for the area of the 
Liesbeek designated for 
Improvement. 

The next Schools for the 
Liesbeek Project meeting 
will be on Sunday 14

th
 

October at St Thomas 
when the prize-winners of 
the pavement art competi-
tion will be announced. 

Peter Hyslop 

Sunday  

4th November 

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY 

&  

FAREWELL TO BISHOP GARTH 

Bishop Garth retires this year after 40 years 

in the ministry and 14 years as Bishop of Table Bay. 

9H30—one service only 

Followed by BRUNCH (cost: Donation) 

Sunday  

23rd September 

DEDICATION SUNDAY 

It is also the Cape Town 

Marathon. The race runs 

past every boundary of 

St Thomas’s blocking 

morning access so there 

will be one service at 

12 NOON 

# 2 Schools for the Liesbeek Action and the Pavement Art Competition  

IMPORTANT DATES TO NOTE 

61 Camp Ground Road, Rondebosch, 7700  

YOUTH NEWS 
 

 We are currently run-
ning the Youth Alpha 

course with Inspire on 
Sunday Morn-
ings where we are 
sharing breakfast to-
gether before each 
session. Real change 

and spiritual growth 
happens in the day-to-
day lives of our teen-
agers when they get 
to apply outside what 

they learn at Inspire. 
This is why our break-
fasts together and 
social events are so 
important.  

 

 We said farewell to 
Alex Uytenbogaardt 
who has been our 
Youth co-ordinator 
this past year.  “Thank 
you Alex, for all your 

support and commit-
ment  assisting the 
youth leaders with 
KFC, Messy Church, 
parent talks, market-
ing & media. Your 

help has been invalu-
able. Thank you.” 

 

 We are now looking 
for a Youth co-

ordinator to assist the 
Youth leaders and 
help run Messy 
Church. 

 



 

PROTECTING OUR PROPERTY 
 
For as long as St Thomas’s has existed the public has enjoyed 
uninhibited access across the property. The church doors and 
the Garden of Remembrance used to be left open to anyone 
who sought a quiet place of contemplation, prayer, or simply 
to rest in the heat of the day.  
 
The parish has for many years accommodated the overnight 
occupation by unfortunate homeless persons on the various 
porches of the church and office buildings that offer shelter 
from inclement weather. However, due to the increasing bur-
den of having to clean up the porches each morning and  an 
increasing incidence of theft, vandalism, desecration of build-
ings, threatening and intimidating behaviour by various unfor-
tunate persons, the Parish Council has resolved to restrict ac-
cess to all our Buildings, the lawn between the hall and the 
offices, the Garden of Remembrance and the Rectory.  
 
At a Special Vestry Meeting on Sunday the 19th of August, the 
overwhelming majority of the parishioners present resolved to 
go ahead with the fence. The proposal is to erect a 2.4m high 
security fence enclosing parking for up to 25 motor vehicles 
between the hall and the church and to raise to the same 
height the spiked fence on the Camp Ground and Sandown 
Road walls around the Garden of Remembrance. The proposed 
fence is a high grade security mesh that visually is practically 
inconspicuous. Access to the enclosed area will be via a motor-
ised vehicular gate and a pedestrian gate across the roadway 
between the hall and the church. During services, two metre 
wide pedestrian gates will afford access to the church from the 
open parking area and from the Glebe. Otherwise the gate out 
onto the Sandown Road Glebe will be locked.  Unfortunately, 
one of the consequences is that the many pedestrians who use 
St Thomas Lane between Silwood Shopping Centre and 
Sandown Road will have to walk around the church on the 
Campground and Sandown Road sidewalks.  

Peter Oscroft 
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Existing spiked fence on stone  
wall to be raised 

Controlled 

vehicle & 

pedestrian 

Gates 

Existing fence  
and gate raised 

Emergency 

Pedestrian gate 

Existing  
yard-wall 

Gate to be raised and LOCKED 

12—14 OCTOBER @ WORTELGAT, STANFORD 

Speak Life Weekend Away 

Arrive Friday evening and depart Sunday lunch 

Cost of R350 per person for 2 nights away (food incl) 

Great accommodation 

and venue on the banks of 

the Hermanus Lagoon. 

Come and join us for 

some rest, wise words and 

community. 

We will be listening to 

some talks, worshipping and 

resting (or hiking) or both! 

 

Only 40 places available 

so put your name down 

SOON ! 

Let us know if you are 

needing or offering a lift 

For more info you can 

contact  

Jenny Shepherd on 

0827721930 

Let’s Speak Life into our lives and be wise disciples! 

Book your spot NOW for our  
weekend away 12-14 October.   

10 spaces left! 


