
then it can only be that he got 
his assessment of Jesus ex-
actly right.  He judged Jesus to 
be a non-violent revolutionary 
who deserved to be given an 
official, legal, and public exe-
cution.  The whole sorry saga 
should have ended right there 
with Jesus’ followers scattered 
in disarray never to be heard 
of again.  But here we are, two 
millennia later, celebrating the 
resurrection of Jesus at Easter 
2017!  Why and how come? 
 
Josephus, in “Jewish Antiqui-
ties” from the end of the first 
century said: “When Pilate, 
upon hearing him (Jesus) ac-
cused by men of the highest 
standing amongst us, had 
condemned him to be cruci-
fied, those who had in the first 
place come to love him did not 
give up their affection for 
him…And the tribe of the 
Christians, so called after him, 
has still to this day not disap-
peared.”  Tacitus, in “Annals” 
at the start of the second cen-
tury said: “Christus, the foun-
der of the name, had under-
gone the death penalty in the 

reign of Tiberius, by sentence 
of the procurator Pontius Pi-
late, and the pernicious super-
stition was checked for the 
moment, only to break out 
once more, not merely in 
Judea, the home of the dis-
ease, but in the capital itself, 
where all things horrible or 
shameful in the world collect 
and find a vogue.”  The sur-
prise implied in these state-
ments that executing Jesus 
failed to finish off his followers 
needed an explanation.  It was 
undying love for Jesus that 
spread like an unstoppable 
contagious infection. 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers 

The Oberammergau Passion 
Play was first performed in the 
foothills of the Bavarian Alps 
in 1634.  Every decade since 
then the villagers have held 
the full-day Passion Play in 

thanksgiving for being saved 
from the plague.  Some of you 
may have attended the Pas-
sion Play and many others, 

like me, would have watched 
it on Television. Whenever I 
read the Gospel accounts of 
Jesus Passion or saw the play 
I could not accept that the 
same crowd that welcomed 
Jesus on Palm Sunday could 
change by Good Friday and cry 
for his crucifixion.  The “Jews” 
shouting for the release of 
violent Barabbas rather than 
the nonviolent Jesus (Mark 
15:6-15) have contributed to 
Christianity’s theological anti-
Judaism which still provides 
the fertile ground for racial 
anti-Semitism today.  It is bad 
theology which is the result of 
bad history.  

 Former Archbishop of Canter-
bury Rowan Williams wrote a 
little book entitled “Why Study 
the Past.”  In it he suggests 
that if we try to do good his-
tory we have a chance to do 
good theology. 
 
Chancellor of Germany, Adolf 
Hitler, saw the Oberammergau 
Passion Play in its tercente-
nary (300th) year in 1934.  
This was his distorted review: 
“Never has the menace of 
Jewry been so convincingly 
portrayed as in this presenta-
tion of what happened in the 
times of the Romans.  There 
one sees in Pontius Pilate a 
Roman racially and intellectu-
ally so superior, that he 
stands out like a firm, clean 
rock in the middle of the 
whole muck and mire of 
Jewry.”  The Passion Play was 
surely about the most remark-
able human being who ever 
lived.  He changed the history 
of the world forever.  He hap-
pened to be a non-violent 
Galilean Jew, Jesus of Naz-
areth and he and his non-
violent movement threatened 

the violent Empire of which 
Pilate was a custodian.  
Throughout the ages those 
with Empire ambitions, Impe-
rial expansionist tendencies or 
Colonial aspirations could 
never accept the Jesus of 
history and what he stood for 
or the Christ of faith and what 
the resurrection implies.  The 
rise of right wing Nationalism 
taking root all over the world 
can never be done in the 
name of the Jesus Christ of 
both history and faith.  It is 
laced with undertones of fun-
damentalism, bigotry, racism 
and xenophobia.     If Pilot is 
to be given any due regard 

Rector’s Easter Message 

The great surprise 

This small Bavarian community, 
with 5,100 inhabitants located 
within the Ammergau Alps, 
owes its world-famous reputa-
tion to these impressive Passion 
Plays 

It is your and my and countless 
others’ undying love for Jesus 
over two thousand years and 
counting that makes our Chris-
tian faith continue to flourish 
and grow.  My hope and prayer 
is that the faith in the non-
violent Jesus Christ of history 
may continue to take root and 
grow in you me and Christians 
all over the world.  May it be-
come our true witness to the 
world!  The ultimate difference 
between Jesus and Pilate is 
that between nonviolent resis-
tance and violent oppression.  
The resurrection of Jesus we 
celebrate at Easter is the ulti-
mate witness that God’s King-
dom will always triumph over 
Rome’s Empire no matter what 
shape or form it takes! 
 
Have a blessed Easter. 

 

Your Rector and Friend 
 
Fr Keith 
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Memories Matter.  
When I reflect on my early 
images of God, my feelings 
toward the church, and my 
childhood prayers, it’s the 
memories I held that 
shaped each of those.  
With internet groups, clubs, 
sports, camps, vibrant min-
istry programmes, and the 
like vying for our young peo-
ple’s attention, it seems 
like we are competing for 
an ever decreasing slice of 
their time. As we seek to 
build relationships, build on 
Christian knowledge, and 
ultimately raise young peo-
ple in Christ’s love, our fo-
cus ought to be, “Is this 
worth remembering?”  
As young people are over-
loaded with information 
and experience, we must 
acknowledge that our best 
efforts, our time, our crea-
tivity, and our passion 
ought to be focused on 
what they remember.  
 

Physical space matters.  
Physical space gives young 
people ownership in their 
family of faith. Physical 
space, especially in the age 
of e-space, matters. Physi-
cal space helps to build 
memories for young people, 
and when they remember 
that there was space for 
them in the church, they 
will remember the church 
to be a place of meaning 

and purpose for them. I was 
asked the question once, 
“Why do young people need 
their own space when it is 
only used on Sundays?”  
Well why do adults need a 
whole building called 
church? It, too, is mostly 
only used on Sundays. 
 
 

Spiritual space matters. 
Giving spiritual space to 
young people means taking 
seriously their blossoming 
ideas. Not in the context of 
“young people say the fun-
niest things” or “the young 
people are the future of the 
church.” These statements 
aren’t about giving them 
spiritual space; these per-
petuate the myth that how 
young people express 
themselves is not signifi-
cant and that they will 
someday matter... but not 
now. Giving young people 
spiritual space provides the 
freedom of theological and 
spiritual expression in wor-
ship, and in our community 
life now and not just when 
they are grownups.  
 

People matter. 
It is good to see that at St 
Thomas we take our young 
people’s ministry seriously. 
We have a wonderful team 
of creative people who give 
enormous amounts of time 
to making young people 

matter.  Whether it is 
through the care taken over 
the programme for the Jun-
ior Church and Teens on a 
Sunday morning, through 
the Confirmation classes or 
through the enormous time 
and effort put into Messy 
Church,  I can honestly say I 
have never in all the years I 
have been involved with 
children’s ministry worked 
with a better team. 
 
My heartfelt thanks go out 
to everyone who has made 
and is making St Thomas a 
place where our young peo-
ple matter. 
I believe one of the most 
compelling questions in 
Scripture is the disciples’ 
enquiring about Jesus, 
“What kind of man is this?”. 
Our churches should instill 
that wonder in young peo-
ple and propel them to a 
lifelong adventure of finding 
out the truth behind that 
question.  
 
I hope that our ministries 
help young people encoun-
ter Jesus in such a way that 
multiple times throughout 
the week they will, with a 
sense of wonder, ask them-
selves the question, “Who 
is Jesus?” 
 
Blessings 
Revd Lorna 
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“ I CAN 

HONESTLY SAY I 

HAVE NEVER IN 

ALL THE YEARS I 

HAVE BEEN 

INVOLVED WITH 

CHILDREN’S 

MINISTRY 

WORKED WITH 

A BETTER 

TEAM.” 

Kids For Christ (KFC) Every Third Sunday of the Month 



We plan to stage an exhibi-
tion in the Parish Hall to 
coincide with the 2017 Pa-
tronal Festival. It is in-
tended as an opportunity 
for anyone within the parish 
(and those in the broader 
community invited by us) to 
exhibit any form of creative 
work they are involved with, 
as a way of celebrating the 
uniqueness of the individ-
ual. That includes: flower-
arranging, crafts of all 
kinds, painting, drawing, 
sculpture, the culinary arts, 
etc., etc. 

 
The exhibition is also in-
tended as a way of giving 
visible expression to our 
identity as Anglicans; as a 
Eucharistic people, present-
ing the fruits of our creativ-
ity to our community, bring-
ing it before God as an of-
fering for the Creator to 
bless. The exhibition can be 
seen as our thanksgiving to 
God for the gift of creativity. 
The exhibition will be 
opened to others in the 
community (invited by us), 
so that the exhibition be-

comes part of the broad 
parish initiative to draw 
people into our church.  
 
The closing date for re-
quests to participate in the 
exhibition is Friday, 23rd 
June. The opening of the 
exhibition will be after the 
Eucharist service on the 
Sunday of our Patronal Fes-
tival.Those who are keen to 
exhibit and/or willing to 
help with the organisation 
of the exhibition should 
contact Peter Hyslop:  
physlop@bishops.org.za or 

With your generosity, help 
and prayers we were able 
to achieve the following in 
2016: 

• 1,344 food parcels 
were packed 

• 1,200 loaves of 
sandwiches were 
delivered to Red 
Cross 

• 60 fleeces were 
given to St M M or-
phans on their birth-
days 

• 30 care packs were 
packed and delivered 
to Red Cross 

• Knitted teddies, blan-
kets and jerseys 
were distributed lo-
cally and as far afield 
as Zithulele Hospital, 
E Cape. 

• Our Gugulethu Gran-
nies were given a tea 
party and a Christ-
mas party, each re-
ceiving a gift. 

We are so grateful to you 
all for helping to make this 
happen and through you, 
God has blessed this pro-
ject. 

Celebrating our Creativity 

THANK YOU 
FROM FIKELELA 

A prophetic prayer group 

on those who desire him. 
Any ladies are welcome to 
join us, whether you are sim-
ply in need of prayer, want 
to soak in the presence of 
God or see what gifting God 
has placed within you. We 
meet on the second Monday 
of each month and there is no 
commitment needed: simply 
come when you want to. We 
communicate via a 
Whatsapp group: please get 
in touch on 0844876634 if 
you would like to join the 
group (or let me know if you 
don't have access to 
Whatsapp). 

Alex Davidge 

A new group has started 
meeting in our parish and it is 
one I feel very excited 
about. We are a group of 
women of all ages who share 
a common desire to hear 
from God and to practise our 
spiritual gifts in an intimate, 
safe space. A wonderful by-
product of this expectant 
listening and of speaking out 
what we think God is saying 
is that hearts are ministered 
to and our faith is stretched 
and encouraged. While we 
may be beginners in this jour-
ney, the Holy Spirit is a gra-
ciously patient and generous 
teacher who loves to bless 
and pour out more of himself 
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“WE ARE A 

GROUP OF 

WOMEN OF ALL 

AGES WHO 

SHARE A  

COMMON DESIRE 

TO HEAR FROM 

GOD AND TO 

PRACTISE OUR 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS  

IN AN INTIMATE, 

SAFE SPACE. “ 

Knitted Teddy Bear Knitted Jersey Fikelela Food Packing 



Much interest and discus-

sion has been generated 

here at St Thomas’s as we  

and our friends from Christ 

the King grapple with Dr 

John Crossan’s The Chal-

lenge of Jesus on Wednes-

days.  In addition fellow 

parishioners are seeking to 

draw closer to God during 

this preparation time as 

follows: 

My commitment is very sim-
ple but a serious challenge 
for me......no chocolate in 
any form !  

At great personal sacrifice 
I have, in addition to giving 
up my favourite tipple, 
given up playing Solitaire 
on my computer.  

I have been taking the fruit 
of the Spirit (Gal 5:22) 
and trying to focus on at 

Our friends at St George’s 
Cathedral tell us that this 

year’s Lent course has 

taken as its starting point 

issues raised by the film 

Chocolat (2000), starring 

Juliette Binoche and Johnny 

Depp, which is set in the 

season of Lent and revolves 

around the issue of giving 

up chocolate.  

Our friends at St Stephen’s 

Pinelands are being guided 

through ways of 

“Deepening the Journey” - a 

profound exploration of 

spiritual growth. 

least one each day – for 
example, in what way can I 
be more patient today? to 
whom can I show extra 
kindness today? in what 
way can I exercise better 
self control today? how can 
I create peace today? how 
can I express joy today? 
 
I’m using daily reflections 
from two Lent books ‘Now 
is the Favourable Time’ by 
Russell Pollitt SJ (morning) 
and the other ‘Have Mercy, 
O Lord!’ by the Jesuit Insti-
tute, which was published 
last year (evening).  I am 
also reading (slowly!!!) The 
Divine Dance, by Richard 
Rohr & Mike Morrell 
(about the Trinity).  
 
I have taken up a commitment 
to participate  in activities 
which enlighten my Spiritual 
Development. Attending  Rev 
Nicky Ing’s Quiet Morning 

Lent—a time of preparation 

St Thomas’s Anglican Church 

61 Camp Ground Road 

Rondebosch 

7700 

0216856752 

parishoffice@str.org.za 

www.str.org.za 

Easter Services  
9 April Palm Sunday       07h45 & 9h30 Holy Eucharist (Procession at 9h30 service)       

13 April Maundy Thursday 19h00:  Commemoration of the Last Supper and Feet Washing Ceremony 

14 April  Good Friday   09h00-12h00: THE CAPTIVE FIGURE—A meditation on the Stations of the Cross for 
    our Times  

    09h00-10h00: Children’s Good Friday Service in the Parish Hall 

16 April Easter Day  6h30:  Easter Vigil and Lighting of the Fire (Fr Keith specially invites the children to 
    participate in the lighting of the Fire at the beginning of the service—they should  
    wait for him in the porch.) 

    09h30:  Holy Eucharist (No Children’s Church) 

afforded me the opportu-
nity to learn the value of 
SILENCE AND REFLECTION 
- a Lenten lesson. I discov-
ered and reflected on Job 
13: 5 " If you would only 
keep SILENT, THAT 
WOULD BE YOUR WIS-
DOM. 
 

I have been attending the 
midweek Eucharist and 
Lent course (Dominic 
Crossan), being more 
diligent about my 
prayers; tying up "loose 
ends" when it comes to 
people I have neglected 
(call, visit etc); giving a 
bit more to some causes 
which I believe are doing 
good. 
 
I am trying to learn 
Psalm 150 by heart ... 
and a few verses etc. 
 
Thank you for your contri-
butions and inspiration. 


