
time in their national history. 
These promises are all wrapped 
up in the birth of the promised 
Messiah, a Saviour who was to 
come because “unto us a child is 
born and his name will be Prince 
of Peace”  It was like the Christ-
mas star shining in the blackness 
of the night, to give hope to all. 
The same hope and light that 
God promised Israel, He extends 
to us today. 

 

Advent and Christmas help us to 
realize that in the face of much 
that spells despair, we are to be 
people of hope. We are to live in 
expectancy. The place of faith is 
not to ignore the reality and pre-
tend that all is well but to look, to 
watch and wait, to be open to the 
work of God and to heed the 
prompting of the Holy Spirit who 
helps us find a way forward. This 
Advent  let us allow our worship 
be a celebration of hope, new life 
and new possibilities. Let us look 
for the potential and promise in 
others and wait hopefully, for the 
Prince of Peace to establish the 
Kingdom of God with justice and 
righteousness in all its fullness. 
 
I want to wish Father Keith a well-
deserved Sabbatical and may all 
of you experience love, joy and 
peace, this Christmas so that you 
can sing Joy to the world the Lord 
is Come .  
 
Wishing you a blessed Advent, a 
very happy Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year. 
 
Reeva 
 
Rev Reeva Mulder 

My dear  Brothers and Sisters  of 
the St Thomas family 
 
As we enter the season of Advent 
we prepare for the arrival of Je-
sus Christ, both his birth at 
Christmas and his coming again 
as Lord and King and Judge at 
the end of time. Advent Sunday 
marks the beginning of the 
Church’s liturgical year, and like 
any new year, it is a time to look 
back and reflect on all that has 
taken place and to look forward 
with hope and anticipation to 
what lies ahead. 

 

2015 was indeed a challenging, 
exciting and amazing year for the 
parish of St Thomas. We give 
thanks for God’s grace and faith-
fulness to us as a Parish family 
for the success of our 150th Anni-
versary Celebrations. 

 

It is with deep joy and gratitude 
that I want to express my appre-
ciation to the parishioners for 
their support which made our 
150th anniversary celebrations 
such a success.  Special thanks 
must go to the 150th Anniversary 
Committee, under the leadership 
of Phillip Strachan, for devotedly 
dedicating so much of their time, 
energy and commitment to the 
planning, setup and manage-
ment of these events.  

However we are also aware that 
many of our parishioners have 
experienced illness, sadness,  
loss and other personal chal-
lenges and heartaches, failures 
and disappointments during this 
year. And they may ask the ques-
tions “ How will I find my way for-
ward when the usual light that 
illumined my path no longer 
shines?  What do I do when my 
world is falling apart? Where do I 
go when it seems as if darkness 
is my only companion and God is 
nowhere to be seen?” 
 
Even without personal tragedy, 
when we reflect on what hap-
pened in our country this year we 
see a society, a nation, in dis-
tress and despair. Mass unem-
ployment, unwarranted violence 
and crime, education crises, poor 
service delivery, corruption of our 
political leaders and the ethical 
and moral decay of our communi-
ties are everywhere and we feel 
deeply discouraged and ask our-
selves where God is in all of this.  
 
When Isaiah the prophet spoke 
the words recorded in Isaiah 9 vs 
6, the people of Israel had gone 
through a very sad time. The 
mighty kingdom of Assyria totally 
devastated the kingdom of Isarel.  
Many lost their lives. All lost their 
homes. They lost their whole 
country.  
God’s people at the time are said 
to have seen “only distress and 
darkness and fearful gloom” and 
they were afraid of the future but 
God gave the prophet Isaiah a 
marvellous vision of Israel’s res-
toration. Isaiah said that God 
would turn their darkness into 
light, their sorrow into joy and 
their captivity into freedom. God 
gave a ray of hope in a very dark 
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Joy to the world!  The Lord is come!   



Growth is not merely about 

volume but also depth. 

Spiritual development – 

living according to the 

Word of Jesus – is central 

to Growing our Church. 
 
The 150

th
 celebration was 

more than we could have 

imagined and we commend 

the 150
th

 Steering Commit-

tee, Parish Office and staff, 

suppliers, happy helpers 

and all of our St Thomas 

family for the enormous 

and successful efforts.  
 
YOU make St Thomas! 

You, me, we,  are ONE 

with God. We felt great 

pride seeing the various 

adverts dotted around 

the community and on 

site but most importantly 

and unanimously, we 

enjoyed the fellowship 

with present and past 

parishioners, friends and 

family as well as being 

able to donate so gener-

ously to our beneficiaries. 

We continue singing 

thanks of praise to God. 

the refurnishing of the 

rooms in the Teen House 

that will function as more 

effective spaces for learning 

and teaching. What we can 

offer in Junior Church has 

been challenged by the lack 

of resources and we ac-

tively seek to draw more 

members of the parish into 

Children really are our 

future and we must invest 

in their young lives.  
 
It is with great hope and 

anticipation that we wel-

come a small pre-school 

into our facilities next 

year. Our teachers and 

children will benefit from 

the pool of teachers, and 

also to appoint a Youth 

Pastor/Administrator.  

We ask for God’s blessing 

on our future generation 

and pray that ministry to 

children will play an ever 

more important role at St 

Thomas’s. 

We are Growing our Church! 

Out Reach - Attract new members, Young families, Youth, 

Young Adults (Nickie Anderssen and Peter Hyslop)  

In Reach - Retain existing members and bring back past 

members (Linda Stewart and Ian Paul) 

times they drift from God.  

By making personal contact 

we want to reunite our-

selves with lost friends and 

encourage and invite them 

to attend a service again to 

experience the spirit of God 

through our wonderful St 

Thomas family. Most of 

those we talked to have 

updated their contact infor-

mation to receive commu-

nication so that they can 

attend special services, 

beautiful Taize-style ser-

vices, Free Expressions 

evening services, talks 

and also enjoy time with 

us at key events like the 

Spring Market.  

We encourage present 

parishioners to keep in 

touch with each other and 

extend God’s caring hand. 

Our aim this year has 

been to contact parish-

ioners who no longer at-

tend services regularly or 

at all and attempt to re-

connect them to St Tho-

mas Church. People move 

on for different reasons 

such as children growing 

up or shifting residence 

or other changes in cir-

cumstances.  And some-

God is 

guiding us, 

providing 

for us and 

loving us 

in more 

than 150 

ways! 
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Marketing - PR and Communications; and Special Events 

and Programmes (Mandy Carlson and Jacqui Samson)  

We are all ambassadors of 

St Thomas.  
 
Each of us contributes to 

making St Thomas a 

blessed and benevolent 

parish. Why? Mostly be-

cause we are passionate 

about our St Thomas fam-

ily and its future, and we 

are lead by God’s calling.  
 
This year has been an ex-

ceptional one with a multi-

tude of events and pro-

jects, and we hope that you 

have noticed the big and 

small marketing and com-

munication efforts, espe-

cially the internal commu-

nication to make sure our 

parishioners are kept up 

to date with events and 

changes.  
 
We are continuously look-

ing at ways to improve 

internal communication 

61 Camp Ground Road, Rondebosch, 7700 



lot of young families fa-

miliar and comfortable 

with St Thomas’s and en-

courage them to become 

members of the parish. 

Building Extensions.  

We started planning a 

roofed terrace off 

the Koinonia room a few 

years ago. The Parish 

Council has therefore re-

solved to  proceed with 

this planned terrace and  

a much needed extension 

of the parish office and 

kitchen. We are drafting 

plans for submission to 

the City Council and as 

Optimising our Assets. 

Our assistant clergy house 

adjoining the parish of-

fices has been underutil-

ised over the years. The 

Junior Church &Teens and 

have used various rooms, 

but these areas remain 

dormant during the week. 

This is set to change in 

January, when a pre-

school will operate during 

the week and the spaces 

it uses will be available for 

our requirements on Sun-

days and during the holi-

days. Apart from the reve-

nue  this will generate, we 

trust that this will make a 

Strategy - Planning and Tactics; and Finances and Facilities                   

(Peter Oscroft and Peter Coutts) 

Transformation - Spiritual Development and Social Responsibility 

(Rev Keith de Vos, Rev Reeva Mulder, Hugh Nourse)  

appealed to all parishes to 

assist neighbouring Angli-

can institutions. 

All this contemplation and 

prayer converged onto 

the very origins of St Tho-

mas’s, envisioned by our 

mother parish St Paul’s, 

which 150 years ago set 

out to uplift and assist 

less privileged and mar-

ginalised youth.  

We identified St Francis 

Home for Boys in Athlone 

to be the beneficiary of 

the proceeds of our ef-

forts . The R100 000 

cheque was presented to 

the Director of St Francis, 

Sharon van der Heyden, at 

our Commemorative 

Eucharist . This was a token 

of our commitment to as-

sisting the home with their 

many challenges. We also 

donated to St Francis all of 

the unsold clothing, white 

elephant items and toys 

from the 2015 Spring Mar-

ket. We will reinforce our 

connections with St Francis 

through interactive initia-

tives by a number of RE-

NEW groups. If you feel 

moved to  join in, contact 

the Parish Office. 

It is wonderful to witness 

God’s hand in the events 

we often call coincidence.  

At the beginning of last 

year we faced what 

looked like a number of 

different paths. In a series 

of strategic planning 

workshops we re-

envisaged St Thomas’s 

role in the community. 

The RENEW small groups 

pondered issues of social 

justice and reconciliation. 

The 150
th

 Steering Com-

mittee and Parish Council 

considered how best to 

mark the milestone in our 

history, and the Bishop 

In support of Archbishop 

Thabo’s appeal to all 

parishes to build the 

College of the 

Transfiguration in 

Grahamstown into a 

continental centre of 

excellence for Christian 

learning, training and 

teaching, we have once 

again committed the 

parish’s Thanksgiving 

gifts to the College. The 

cheque presented to the 

Rector, Canon Dr 

Vincentia Kgabe, was 

funded by this year’s 

thank offerings topped 

up to R100 000 by a tithe 

from a very generous 

bequest by a past 

parishioner. 
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and encourage parishion-

ers to be part of making 

things happen. We are 

Church!  
 
To manage resources  we 

will focus on creative 

ways to market St Thomas 

eg.  small adverts in This 

Life magazine, articles in 

the Good Hope magazine 

and others, email flyers, 

website and Facebook 

updates, use of My Angli-

can, and banner and 

poster advertising on the 

St T grounds. When there 

is an event or special ser-

vice, we ask you to  invite 

others. 

The next Programme for 

small groups, following 

RENEW, will run in Lent and 

is the Anglican-inspired “A 

Way of Life” exploring how 

we manage God’s re-

sources to accomplish His 

mission. An initial glimpse 

of the material is inspiring.  

soon as they are approved, 

we will climb into the build-

ing work. Watch this 

Space!   

 

From Behind the Till. It has 

been a privilege to see the 

spirit through which the 

anticipated loss for 2015 

has been averted. We have 

received two sizable be-

quests, and members of 

the parish have continued 

to take ownership of the 

parish’s needs to ensure its 

continuation through 

pledges and plate. A great 

spirit of fun and community 

has been evident in so 

many of the activities in 

this our 150
th

 year, not 

to mention funds raised.  

The Parish Councillors 

thank each of YOU for 

your unending gifts of 

stewardship. We are the 

Body of Christ, the St 

Thomas family, working 

together to Grow our 

Church. Let us keep up 

the momentum of our 

150
th

 celebration. Con-

tinue to Dream out Loud 

and action those 

dreams. Spread the 

Word by being the 

Word. Hallelujah!  

parishoffice@str.org.za    0216856752   www.str.org.za 



It has been a busy year but a 150th anniversary does not 
happen often or to many and we as a parish are blessed to 
be in a position to be able to mark this special year in the life 
of our parish. 
 
The 150th Commemorative Thanksgiving Eucharist was 
meant to be something really special—the highlight of the 
year and indeed it was.  The church was full and the choir 
and the floral arrangements made the service a joyful one.  
The new “cope” was donned and the St Thomas’s contribu-
tions of R100 000 each to St Francis Home and The College 
of the Transfiguration brought us to the end of a memorable 
year. 
 
The main sources of fundraising were from the two Spring 
Markets in October 2014 and 2015.  The total profit of both 
Spring Markets amounts to approx. R177 000 which contrib-
uted to the presentations made at the Commemorative ser-
vice. 
 
The 150th Anniversary Committee thanks all of you who par-
ticipated in the various events throughout the year and a 
huge debt of gratitude to all of those who contributed to the 
Spring Markets, be it in sponsorships, goods, energy and 
most importantly your time so freely given.  A very big thank 
you to you all.   
 
All that remains is our Commemorative Booklet on which we 
are working and aim to publish soon.  Thank you for giving 
me the opportunity to lead and work with the 150th Anniver-
sary Committee through which my life was enriched. 
 
Philip Strachan 

Christmas Services 2015 
 

PICNIC CAROL SERVICE—Sunday 13th December  5.30 pm 
Bring your supper and picnic gear to enjoy in our Church garden 
followed by word and worship to welcome the Christ child! 
 

CRIB SERVICE—Thursday 24th December 
5.30 pm 
A service specially designed for children to hear 
the Christmas story and build the  Christmas 
tableau using beautiful wooden sculptures of 
the Christmas characters. 
 

MIDNIGHT MASS—Thursday 24th December 
11.00 pm 

HOLY EUCHARIST—Friday 25th December  

7.30 & 9.30 am 

I was ‘sew’ impressed 
WE WERE privileged to be able to 
attend a small gathering at St Tho-
mas’s Anglican Church in Ronde-
bosch on Wednesday to view the pro-
gress our domestic worker, Abigail, 
had made at the sewing group held in 
the church hall every Wednesday. 
 
We were amazed at the beautiful 
dresses, shirts, aprons, pillow slips and 
so much more that was on show and a 
very proud Abigail took us to her dis-
play, which boggled my mind.  I had 
no idea that our Abigail could even 
sew, let alone produce anything like 
this. 
 
She started at the group just over a 
year ago and religiously goes along 
every Wednesday, pay her R1 cost, 
and judging from her display, has 
worked very hard at it. 
 
Those that had attended the group for 
a year and showed promise were pre-
sented with a certificate as well as R50 
to cover their costs for the year. The 
gathering closed with the students 
presenting the teachers with a potted 
plant and much praise singing and 
happiness, followed by tea and a deli-
cious assortment of snacks. 
 
Thanks must go to the ladies that took 
their time to encourage the students 
(mostly over 50 years of age) and to 
bring them to the stage they have 
reached. 
 
The group are urgently looking for 
manual Singer sewing machines and 
anybody that may be able to assist 
should contact Brian Pittman on 
0217830331 or 
brian.pittman@hotmail.com. 

Dear Fr Keith & St Thomas’s parishioners 

I believe the following letter in the CAPE  
TIMES from the employer of one of our 
students, says it all: 

It just remains for me to thank all at St 
Thomas’s for their support and for the 
donations of material and other sewing 
aids.  It is very much appreciated. 
 
With warmest wishes to you all for a 
blessed Christmas,  
Eileen Gamble. 
ST THOMAS SEWING GROUP 

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you 

150 years 1865—2015 


