
pledges and collections were identified 
as the main sources of revenue sup-
plemented by income from fundraising 
events (like our Spring Fair).  The big 
challenge is the unpredictability of this 
income for the execution of our core 
function of mission and ministry and 
the daily running costs of a church 
plant.  To supplement these revenue 
streams more sustainable options like 
charity shops, coffee shops, crèches, 
hire of premises etc. are paramount.  
We are also exploring our options as 
the Churchwardens article on pg 2 
explains.  I appeal to you to take seri-
ously the filling in of the Dedication 
form in this newsletter and its motiva-
tion.  Paul writes to the Christians at 
Corinth: “Now, concerning what I wrote 
about the money to be raised to help 
God’s people in Judea.  You must do 
what I told the churches in Galatia to 
do.  Every Sunday each of you must 
put aside some money, in proportion to 
what [you have] earned” (1 Cor. 15: 1-
2 GNB).  I hope you will commit your-
selves prayerfully and carefully to do 
the same. 

Dear Sisters and Brothers 
 
150 years of ministry is a milestone.  
We are privileged to be living members 
of a parish which has not only bridged 
the centuries but which can enthusias-
tically look forward with great expecta-
tion to a glorious future ministry under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  It is an 
appropriate moment to pause, reflect 
and give thanks to God for his good-
ness and grace.  God continues to 
surprise us.  All our prayers, planning 
and participation, in a year-long proc-
ess of shaping appropriate celebra-
tions to mark our milestone anniver-
sary, were intended to express, as best 
we can, our thanksgiving and gratitude 
to God.  The great blessing for me is to 
see the sustained deep level of dedica-
tion and commitment, the marvelous 
outpouring of the stewardship of time, 
talents and money from so many of 
you to give glory to God.  We wanted 
to bless God and God just poured his 
blessings straight back down on us.  
This is so evident in the smiles on 
people’s faces, the sense of warm 
fellowship and the happiness that 

abounds. We anticipate all this will 
continue until the end of October when 
we reach the climax of our celebra-
tions.  We tried to do our best for God 
and God gave us the opportunity to set 
in motion a new pattern for growth in 
faith and  membership through sharing, 
fellowship and a greater sense of fam-
ily.  Please note the important events 
still to come outlined in this newsletter 
and invite family, friends, neighbours 
and parishioners to participate. 
 
Sustainability is a challenge we face 
globally for the preservation and con-
servation of all that enables life in our 
world.  It is also what we are asking of 
ourselves as a church at Provincial, 
Diocesan and Parish level in view of 
being energized by our Vision State-
ment: ACSA Anglicans ACT and our 
continued implementation of our Mis-
sion Priorities.  In preparation for Pro-
vincial Standing Committee (our high-
est level meeting in the period between 
Provincial Synods), all 28 Dioceses 
were asked to fill in a questionnaire.  
Responding to the question on the 
financial sustainability of parishes, 

May you be heralds of the good news of God... 

By the time you receive this newsletter 
we will have just completed a wonder-
ful last Season of Renew: “The Church 
in Africa Today – at the Service of 
Justice, Peace and Reconciliation.”  
Renew has called us to faith and action 
as we met in the small groups.  Some 
of you have already been asking: 
“What are we going to do after Re-
new?”  For a start during September 
we will be doing the “Season of Crea-
tion.”  Clergy from the Archdeaconry 
will be swopping pulpits and preaching 
on different themes.  For those of you 

who want to continue meeting in small 
groups, Bible Study material is avail-
able as well as material suitable for 
young people.  Names of visiting clergy 
and their topics are printed on pg 3. 
 
I remind you of Archbishop Thabo’s 
words of congratulations on our 150th 
anniversary.  “I thank God for his faith-
fulness to you, and to the generations 
before you, who have made this 
Church a holy place of prayer and 
worship.  We express our gratitude to 
him for his sustaining care, especially 
through the tumultuous days of the 
past, and for bringing you to this time 
of great hope and opportunity, as well 
as of great challenge…May you be 
heralds of the good news of God with 
your actions and attitudes proclaiming 
the gospel more loudly than your 
words…I am happy to hear about St 
Thomas’s outreach initiative into the 
broader Anglican community.” 

May the Lord bless us and watch over 
us, may the Lord make his face shine 
upon us and be gracious to us, as we 
seek to give him all the praise, honour 
and glory. 
 
Your Rector and Friend 

Fr Keith 
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One hundred and fifty 
years ago, the St Paul’s 
parishioners identified a 
need to reach out to the 
children of Rondebosch 
farmworkers. They raised 
funds to build the Camp-
ground Road  Mission 
School Chapel, which was 
used  as  a  c lass -
room  during the week and 
as a place of worship on 
Sundays. The high gable 
wall of our church and the 
side walls of the cry room 
are lasting reminders of 
their commitment to reach 
out and uplift others less 
fortunate than themselves.  
 
In all our deliberations 
over the past eighteen 
months, a recurring 
theme has been to com-
mit the funds that we 
have raised in the 150th 
anniversary events to a 
significant outreach pro-
ject.  
Arising from this commit-
ment and having identified 
at Archdeaconry Council 
the needs of the St Francis 
Children’s Home in Ath-
lone, your Parish Council 
last month resolved to allo-
cate a major portion of the 

funds that we have raised 
through our 150th events to 
the St Francis Home.  
 
St Francis Home was origi-
nally established under the 
auspices of the Cape Town 
Anglican Diocese to ac-
commodate boys orphaned 
during the Influenza epi-
demic of 1918. An old farm-
house on the Zonnebloem 
Training College estate 
was officially opened in 
1919 for this purpose and 
the boys attended the 
school associated with the 
Zonnebloem College. In 
1929, the home relocated 
to the former Athlone 
School for the Blind, before 
moving to its current loca-
tion on the corner of Thorn-
ton and  Tennant Roads in 
Athlone. The home cur-
rently accommodates 40 
boys from 3 to 14 years 
old, all of whom have need 
of care, arising from paren-
tal neglect, abuse, being 
abandoned, or orphaned, 
with some in need of spe-
cial medical or scholastic 
attention. The boys are 
accommodated in small 
dormitories in 6 cottages, 
managed by a live-in house 

mother. The boys have to 
wash their own underwear 
and socks and pitch in with 
washing and cleaning 
chores in and around their 
cottage.  
 
Despite receiving support 
from numerous donors, the 
Home faces constant re-
source challenges in main-
tenance of the infrastruc-
ture and facilities, staffing 
and day to day costs. Fa-
ther Keith, Ian Paul, 
Hugh  Nourse and Peter 
Oscroft recently visited the 
Home to try to establish 
how St Thomas’s  could 
meaningfully assist. We 
await a shortlist of their 
priority needs which we will 
communicate to the parish 
in due course. 
The Parish Council and the 
150th Anniversary Steering 
Committee feel that it is 
very appropriate that 150 
years on we should reflect 
the original intentions of 
our church in providing 
support for disadvantaged 
children. We pray that you 
will generously support this 
initiative through your par-
ticipation in the upcoming 

Spring Fair. 

is being totally under-
utilised. As a result of this 
concern and a charge from 
the Diocesan office to opti-
mise the use of our assets, 
the Council has agreed to 
let a portion of the house 
to  a pre-school. The princi-
pal of the pre-school has 
agreed that our children 
and youth groups can util-
ise the rooms over week-
ends and school holidays, 
sharing the use of chairs 

The future of our church 
depends on attracting and 
inspiring the youth and 
young families.  As most of 
you know, our Children and 
Youth groups have for 
many years been meeting 
on Sundays in the various 
rooms of our Curate’s 
House, attached to the 
Koinonia Room and Secre-
tarie’s Offices. The Parish 
Council has long been 
concerned that this facility 

and desks and outdoor 
play equipment. We trust 
that you will agree that this 
arrangement benefits all 
parties. The parish will earn 
rental from the lease, while 
enjoying the use of the 

facility. 

However, we are faced with 
having to restore the house 
to accommodation for a 
curate or assistant priest in 
about two years’ time. This 
in turn commits us to build-

Reaching out as we celebrate our 150
th

 anniversary. 

Sunday School into the Future….. 

Page 2 

ing accommodation for the 
pre-school and our own 
children and youth groups 
in the same sharing ar-
rangement within the next 
two years.  This challenge 
will require the commit-
ment of our entire mem-
bership. Please prayerfully 
consider the impact that 
such a facility of learning 
and faith sharing would 
have on the future of the 

parish. 

61 Campground Road, Rondebosch, 7700 



This year we combine our 
Thanksgiving Sunday with 
a Commemorative Eucha-
rist which brings to a cli-
max and a close our 150th 
Anniversary celebrations.  
The service will be at 9:30 
on Sunday 25th October 
followed by a Tea Party in 
the Spring Market mar-
quee. 
 
In Thanksgiving for all the 
blessings showered on St 
Thomas’s over the past 
150 years, and for the 
wonderful ministry re-
ceived at the hands of 
God-inspired and theologi-
cally trained clergy, we 
will, once again, be giving 
our Thanksgiving gifts to 
COTT. 
 
Archbishop Thabo appeals 
to the people of God: 
“In a rapidly-changing 
world, most people are 
not finding the meaning 
and happiness they seek. 
Nor do we find it easy to 
interpret our role in such a 

way that we can balance 
the pursuit of personal 
benefit with the pursuit of 
the common good of us 
all. In this situation, it is 
the theologically-trained 
mind which is able to instil 
hope and see the hand of 
God holding us in the 
midst of everything. 
 
Your college, COTT, has 
come a long way since it 
and its predecessors were 
established more than a 
century ago. I say 'your' 
because the college be-
longs to all of us. I am 
happy to say that our 
dream of having an Angli-
can university is becoming 
a reality, thanks to the 
work of Prof Barney Pit-
yana in ensuring that we 
can offer a bachelor's 
degree and a higher cer-
tificate in theology as well 
as a diploma. The growth 
of women in leadership - 
notably the appointment 
of Dr. Vicentia Kgabe as 
Rector - helps us in our 
efforts to encourage 

women to train for ordina-
tion and to assume posi-
tions of leadership in the 
church. 
 
However, we have finan-
cial challenges in growing 
COTT. We need bursaries 
for woman students. We 
need to build an admini-
stration block and a li-
brary, and we need to 
meet health and safety 
regulations. We need to 
maintain old buildings and 
convert them to new uses. 
 
So while we have 
achieved much, the road 
ahead is long. Whether 
you give R10, or R100, 
R1000 or a million, please 
give whatever God moves 
you in your heart to share 
for our Theological college 
and to ensure the sustain-
ability of the church.” 
 
Dr Vicentia Kgabe, rector 
of COTT, will be our guest 
preacher at the Com-
memorative Thanksgiving 
Eucharist. 

We all had such a great time last year!  
Now you know what you are inviting your 

friends and family to let’s double  
 the numbers! 

REGISTER online www.str.org.za  

or at the parish office 

Sunday 20th September 

11h30 at the Gary Kirsten Oval WPCC 
Entry fee:  4 km Adults R40 
   4 km Students/scholars R20 
                  4 km Children U12 R10 
                  2 km R10 

Season of Creation 
 

PULPIT SWOPS 
 

6/9  
Rev Keith De Vos 

Land 
 

13/9  
Rev Matt Esau 

Biodiversity 
 

20/9  
Rev Mark Long 

Water/Waste 
 

27/9  
Rev John Hansen 

Stewardship 

 

THANKSGIVING COMMEMORATIVE EUCHARIST 

Things to look forward to in SEPTEMBER 

Enclosed with 

this newsletter is 

a  

Dedication Form  

13th September 

and a 

Thanksgiving 

Envelope for  

25th October  

Page 3 parishoffice@str.org.za  0216856752  www.str.org.za 



Caption describing picture or graphic. 

150 years old 1865—2015 

Anniversary  
Spring  
Market  

FRIDAY 16th October 
14:00—21:00 

2nd hand Items & Food Fair 

SATURDAY 17th October 
9:30—15:30 

Family Fun & Food 
Lots to buy and enjoy! 

 

Thanksgiving 
Commemorative 

Eucharist 
With Flower Festival  

Sunday 25th October 
9:30 One service 

And still to come.. 

“Saturday, 15th Aug, 2015 The 150th celebration commemorating the building of a mission 

school for children of poor labourers.” 

“The celebration matched our expecta-
tions...as Hugh, caterer, while laying out 
tables with precision-like exactitude… 
served up a sumptuous meal.” 

“As Mary Burton 
talked following 
the publishing of 
her book on The 
Black Sash— the 
quiet steely con-
sistency of the 
Black Sash epito-
mized by Mary.” 

“Seated alongside 
Reeva, our beautiful 
ordained priestess 
discussing doubting  
Thomas…. I was 
honored.” 

Quotations from a 
poem in honor of 
the celebrations by 
John Brand. 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 


