
Dear Sisters & Brothers 
 
Luke 24:36-48 says: 
“While they were still 
talking about [meeting 
the risen Jesus], Jesus 
himself stood among 
them and said to them, 
‘Peace be with you.’  
They were startled and 
frightened, thinking they 
saw a ghost.  He said to 
them, ‘Why are you trou-
bled, and why do doubts 
rise in your minds?” They 
still did not believe [what 
they saw] because of joy 
and amazement. [Jesus] 
told them, “This is what is 
written: ‘The Christ will 
suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day, 
and repentance and for-
giveness of sins will be 
preached in his name to 
all nations, beginning in 
Jerusalem.’ You are wit-
nesses of these things 

(NIV).” What was the 
startling, frightening, 
haunting,  troubl ing, 
doubtful, hard-to-believe-
thing about Jesus stand-
ing before them?  Put 
yourself there.  It was 
surely the prospect of 
being witnesses to Jesus 
given the context of Ro-
man brutality! The state’s 
response to Jesus of 
crucifixion could be de-
scribed as sanctioned 
torture and terrorism with 
a clear message: “Don’t 
ever dare to defy imperial 
authority, or this will be 
your fate.”   
 
The true test of resurrec-
tion faith; of remaining 
faithful loyal and true to 
Jesus, even when the 
chips are down and the 
odds are heavily stacked 
against us, comes to us, 
as it did to the disciples. 

Our context may be far 
less life-threatening than 
that of the first century 
but no less scary in terms 
of the demands required 
of us as witnesses to 
Jesus.  Thank goodness 
for the inspiration we can 
draw from courageous 
Christian witness in our 
time. 
 
In 2011 Archbishop 
Emeritus Desmond Tutu, 
incensed by what the 
ANC under the leader-
ship of President Jacob 
Zuma had become, lik-
ened our Government to 
being worse than the 
Apartheid Government.  
He was outraged that in 
the SONA 2011 address 
the President paid tribute 
to all kinds of people who 
had helped to bring about 
democracy, without men-
tioning a single religious 
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Watch out!  Watch out!  Watch out! 

leader.  He warned the 
President and Govern-
ment to stop representing 
their own interests, 
through their disgraceful 
behavior which was to-
tally at variance with 
everything the opponents 
of Apartheid stood for.  “I 
am warning you! You 
have got a huge majority.  
That’s nothing. The Na-
tionalists had a huge 
majority that was increas-
ing, Mubarak had a large 
majority, Gadafi had a 
large majority. They bit 
the dust.  Watch out, 
A N C  G o v e r nm e n t !  
Watch out!  Watch out!  
Watch out!” (Leadership 
February 2, 2016).    
    
In the outrage over the 
Finance Minister deba-
cle, Leadership (Feb 15, 
2016) says: “The formi-
dable potential of civil 

society has been re-
activated in recent weeks 
and moves are now afoot 
to launch a major na-
tional organization in 
March (first for  about 
500 people and then 
open to 5000 people) to 
hold government to ac-
count and monitor its 
progress.  The five year 
project will be headed by 
the Anglican Archbishop 
of Cape Town, the Right 
Reverend Thabo Mak-
goba and other church 
leaders and will include 
business leaders, aca-
demics, professional and 

community organizations 
and non-governmental 
organizations.” 
I hope and pray you find 
these developments en-
couraging and hopeful.  
Resurrection faith is the 
unshakable conviction 
that the past does not 
need to keep us captive; 
the present does not 
need to paralyse us; the 
future is always open to 
new possibilities.  Easter 
is about God’s passion 
for a peaceful, just, fair 
and healed world - still 
the greatest hope and 
longing of people every-
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where!  Nothing and no 
one could stop the first 
followers of Jesus  shar-
ing the good news of 
Easter.  It should be the 
same for us. Hold fast to 
your allegiance to Jesus 
and be prepared to get 
involved in church and 
society and make a differ-
ence in the world around 
us. 
 
Have a blessed Easter. 
 
Your Rector and Friend 
 
Fr Keith   
The Ven K De Vos 



Stewardship is entrusted to 
and expected of us, as 
individuals and as a com-
munity, by our ultimate role 

model Jesus Christ.  

 
We have recently com-
pleted our small group 
discussions on the broad 
spectrum of Stewardship 
and highlight the themes of 

each week. 

 

 
Throughout our year we 
have wonderful opportuni-
ties to exercise our stew-
ardship. Our association 
with the principal benefac-
tor of our 50th Anniversary 
fundraising, St Francis 
Children’s Home (www.st-
francis.org.za) provides 

many such opportunities:-  

 

Rands and Sense in action. 
We have committed 
R100 000 towards essen-

tial maintenance items 
and special needs that the 
St Francis Board have 

identified.  

 
We have also committed 
to spending Time with the 

children of St Francis.  

• ·Some of our last sea-
son’s Renew  groups 
have already contrib-
uted their time and tal-

ents  

• ·We have offered to host 
an outing for the boys 
on a weekend. At this 
stage this will take the 
form of a braai down at 
the Zeekoevlei Nature 
Reserve, with a visit to 
see some of the special 

birdlife in the Reserve.  

• Through our developing 
association with St Fran-
cis, Peter Hyslop has 
connected a group of 
socially aware boarders 
from Bishops College 

with St Francis and they 
are planning interactive 

visits to the home. 

 

Let us stay committed to 
making Stewardship  a 

Way of our Life! 

 

We must not let our 
Lenten Stewardship dis-
cussions fade into a past 

memory.  
 

When we have identified 
our gifts, either individu-
ally or corporately, we 

should nurture them.  

And when we see an op-
portunity to exercise them, 
we must go for it - ACT -  
act in thanksgiving and as 
a witness to God’s grace 
from whence the gifts 

come!  

Watch this space and be 

ready to put up your hand! 

Peter Oscroft 
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In 2016 we continue to Dream out Loud.  

Stewardship—A WAY OF LIFE 

jects that will maximise 
our space for greater 
fellowship and improve 
efficiencies.  
 

Office administration. As 
Margie retires, the office 
staff will reposition their 
roles to share the ad-
ministration duties but 
they need help.  In the 
spirit of our Lenten 
course on stewardship 
we encourage every pa-
rishioner to prayerfully 
explore how they can 
apply their talents to 
assist in the daily chores 
of the parish. 
 

Communication and 
fellowship. Let us listen 
to each other, share our 
dreams for St Thomas 
and take action to real-
ise these dreams. Share 
with the parish any up-
dates or stories or testi-

monies of your groups, 
ministries, and personal 
lives. Keep the lines of 
communication open 
and stay informed. 
 

Blessings and thanks. 
We celebrate our bless-
ings – our church, our 
people, our clergy, our 
community our financial 
wellbeing, and our op-
portunities to dream and 
grow. Where there are 
gaps, there is God. We 

thank God for our bless-
ings. And we thank 
our wonderful parish-
ioners who keep the 
lights on. 

 

Together we can 

achieve our dreams. 

 
 Mandy Carlson 

We thank out-going Par-
ish Council members for 
their dedicated service 
and we wish the new 
Council every blessing 
as they lead us in the 
year ahead.  
 

Change is constant and 
we welcome all the posi-
tive changes showing 
the Holy Spirit in motion 
in our St Thomas com-
munity.  
 

God is at work! 
 

Ministries and Mission. 
Most importantly we 
wish to strengthen our 
faith, deepen our spiritu-
ality, and demonstrate 
the Love of Jesus in our 
worlds. Support our min-
istries and mission wher-
ever you can.  
 

Building and facilities. 
We are busy with pro-

How do we ACT to 

make dreams come true?  

Let it go and let God in. 

Be open to his love and 

message. The Word is 

heard in the simplest of 

situations like two 

people talking about 

their lives in service to 

others. Let God in to 

your heart and mind. 

See his presence. God is. 

Everywhere. And here. 

Right now. 

ST THO MAS AN GL IC AN  C HUR C H 

1. Our Understanding of Stew-
ardship - Psalm 24:1  “The 
earth is the Lord’s and all it 
contains, the world, and 

those who dwell in it.”  

2. Our Gifts  - 1 Peter 4:10  “As 
each one has received a 
special gift, employ it in 
serving one another, as 
good stewards of the mani-

fold grace of God.”  

3. Our Togetherness  - 1 Corin-
thians 12:12 “The body is a 
unit, though it is made up of 
many parts; and though all 
its parts are many, they 
form one body. So it is with 

Christ.” 

4. Our Time - Psalm 90:12  “So 
teach us to number our 
days, that we might present 

to thee a heart of wisdom.”  

5. Our Rands and Sense - Prov-
erbs 3:9-10 “Honour the 
Lord from your wealth, and 
from the first of all you pro-
duce; so your barns will be 
filled with plenty, and your 
vats will overflow with new 

wine.” 



EASTER  201 6 

Margie Davidson is a 

beacon of brightness, 

light and warmth as you 

enter the Parish Office! 

 

In  1998 she was invited 

by Barry Wood to join the 

St Thomas A-team as 

Parish Administra-

tor. Since then she has 

been the face of St Tho-

mas in managing the 

arrangements for  every 

wedding, funeral, major 

parish function and 

rental of the hall, Koino-

nia room, and church. 

She is the contact point 

for the engagement of 

contractors for recurring 

maintenance, has me-

ticulously kept the parish 

books to ease every 

treasurer’s task, paid 

the bills and seen to all 

our banking. Being so 

adept in communication 

and her meticu-

lous attention to detail 

and due process, she has 

edited arti-

cles for publications, ad-

vised on diocesan proto-

cols, and recorded Parish 

Council and Vestry min-

utes, to name but a few 

of her skills.  

 

'Dearest Margie,  

We thank you most sin-

cerely for the role you 

have played.  

You are a legend! You 

have brought so much 

more than your experi-

ence, knowledge, and 

dedication to doing things 

the right way.  

You have brought your faith 

and loving and gener-

ous presence and personali

ty  into the family of St Tho-

mas. Your boots are very 

large ones to fill!  

We wish you continued 

good health and happiness 

in the years ahead. 

Enjoy this next chapter of 

life with more time to spend 

with Alan and your lovely 

family.  

Remember our Open House 

services and pop by for a 

tea (and treat) anytime.' 

 

With love and very best 

wishes from  

The St Thomas family. 
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CONGRATULATIONS Geoff Burton! 

Go with love Margie - the end of an era! 

tion) as an adolescent, and 
then on the Parish Council 
as an adult, culminating in 
3 stints as a churchwarden.  
These years on the PC were 
not continuous.  He did take 
some breaks to draw 
breath!  On 29 May 1966 
he was licensed by 
Archbishop Selby Taylor and 
began his ministry as a Sub-
deacon (terminology later 
changed to Lay-minister).  
He extended his Anglican 
responsibilities by serving 
on the Diocesan board of 
Social Responsibility and 
the Board of Trustees and 

representing the parish at 
numerous Synods and 

Elective Assemblies. 

Geoff can boast of surviv-
ing 6 rectors and 6 
archbishops in his time of 

service!  
 

We thank Geoff for his 
wonderful ministry among 
us – for his diligence in 
prayer, for his champion-
ing of the disadvantaged 
in our society, for his devo-
tion to the needs of the 
parish and for his gener-
ous and loving kindness to 

all. 

We salute one of our most 
faithful and dedicated pa-
rishioners, Geoff Burton, 
and rejoice with him as he 
celebrates a rare and very 
special achievement – the 
50th anniversary of his 
licensing as a lay minister 
in the parish of St Thomas 

Rondebosch. 
 

He joined St Thomas’s in 
1947 and the parish has 
been a central part of his 
life from Sunday School, as 
a child, through to mem-
bership of AYPA (Anglican 
Young People’s Associa-

A parishioner for 68 years 

and still going strong ! 

Easter Services  
20 March Palm Sunday        ONE SERVICE at 9h30 followed by farewell tea for Margie Davidson in the parish hall 

24 March Maundy Thursday 19h00:  Commemoration of the Last Supper and Feet Washing Ceremony 

25 March Good Friday  09h00-12h00: THE CAPTIVE FIGURE—A meditation on the Stations of the Cross for our Times  

   09h00-10h00: Children’s Good Friday Service in Koinonia Room 

27 March Easter Day 06h30:  Easter Vigil and Lighting of the Fire (Fr Keith specially invites the children to participate in  

   the lighting of the Fire at the beginning of the service—they should wait for him in the porch.) 

   09h30:  Holy Eucharist (No Children’s Church) 

1966 

2016 



We welcome Kids@Clarebosch into 

partnership with our Junior Church 

unique and that He has 
a perfect plan for each 
of us.  

 

On Valentines Day  we 
hosted a Cafe  where 
the children served 
their parents and 
shared about why they 
love their families. 

 

We have 12 children 
everyday and it is a 
blessing watching new 
friendships develop. 

We have two groups - 
those turning 4 and 
those turning 5 this 
year and are open from 
08:00 - 12:30. 

Kids@Clarebosch is 
the Educational Pre-
school operating in 
part of our assistant 
clergy house. To make 
the most efficient use 
of the facility, the St 
Thomas Junior Church 
uses the same space 
on Sundays.  

 

Hear what Michelle 
Hansen, who runs the 
school has to say: 

 

“We have had a won-
derful start to the year. 

We have loved learn-
ing about how God 
made our bodies to be 

At Kids@Clarebosch 
we have lots of fun 
learning while playing, 
exploring and problem 
solving in a safe, loving 
environment”. 

 

If you would like to find 
out more about 
Kids@Clarebosch Edu-
cational Pre-school, 
please contact Michele 
Hansen on 
0842085162 or han-
sen5@mweb.co.za 

 

Applications are open 
for 2017 and we have 
space for 4 more this 
year. 

Leading our Youth! 

We welcome − with open arms 

and happy hearts − Luis Carlos 

Bezuidenhout Barbeitos to the 

St Thomas Youth Ministry!  

 

[His name which is Portuguese 

is pronounced Leweesh.] 

 

Luis has been attending the early 

morning service at St Thomas for 

just over year. He graduated last 

year from UCT with a Postgradu-

ate Diploma in Management, 

specialising in Marketing, and has 

a Bachelor of Social Science de-

gree majoring in Psychology and 

Organisational Psychology. During 

his time at university he worked 

with a number of different teams 

and led projects on the RAG Com-

mittee.  

In addition to people and his 

faith, his interests include music, 

reading, poetry, and dramatic 

arts. 

All the best, Luis! Thank you 

for being part of our St Tho-

mas family.  

‘Essentially, my application for the position 
was a calling, and like some callings, it’s un-
expected and very different from the path 
that you thought you would have taken. 
However, like some callings, when you take 
that path and pursue it, you know it's some-
thing you were meant to do. It feels right, it 
makes you happy and excited. That's how I 
feel in the current position.  
 

I want to tailor the youth ministry to the 
needs of the young people, in order  not 
only to foster their spiritual growth in a fun 
way, but also to give them a break from the 
demands of school. (Fresh out of university, I 

know how taxing those demands can be.) I want them to have a safe 
space where they feel supported and can ask questions and engage 
with the mysteries of God, while fostering lasting bonds with other 
young people in the ministry. Eventually, I want them to see it as a 
space to which they can invite their friends regardless of whether they 
are members at St Thomas or not.  
 

I'm so lucky to be part of a church with such caring and supportive 
members. That support structure makes all my plans and ideas seem 
more possible. I'm excited to be giving back to my church and to God, 
who has given me so much in my 23 years of life.’ 

Attracting young people 

Investing in our future 

Raising our next generation of leaders  
Inspiring young souls 


