
to  invite  people  to  enter  the 
experience  of  a  new way  of 
life, new humani ty beyond fears 
and suspicion of others who are 

different? 

 
Think  abou t  the  beginning  of 
Matthew’s gospel, the one most 
likely to be sensitive to Jewish 
boundaries.  He  also talks  about 
a shining  sta r announcing Jesus’ 
birth.  The light of that s tar was  
not limited  to the sigh t of  those 
bound by  their  Jewish  world.  
Visible  to  all  people  in  every 
nation, the s tar draws the Gen-
tile  Magi  across  their  tribal  
boundaries of fear  and insecu-
rity  to  the  place  where  Jesus 
was  born.   Gentiles  come  into 
Jewish  terri tory  and they  are 
kind,  generous  and  courteous 
people bearing expensive gifts, 
to  honour  and  celebrate  the 
possibilities of a new beginning 
for  the  human  race.   What a 
wonderful  gesture  of  goodwill 
on  their  part against all  odds 
and why not? Af ter all,  the one 
they  came  to  pay  homage  to 
was the prince of peace.  Writ-
ten on almost every page of the 
New Testament is the transform-
ing sense of the new humani ty 
people found in Jesus, enabling 
them  to  embrace  the  world.  
God was  seen  in  the  life  of 
Jesus as  a power one could give 
to others, even different others.  
The  Christmas  story  offers  us 
and everyone else the opportu-
nity to break out of our impris-

onment and live Chris t-like lives. 

 

Valencia and Robin join  me in 

wishing you every joy and 

blessing at Christmastide and 

in the coming New Year. 

 

Fr Keith De Vos   

My dear Sisters and Brothers 

Grace and Peace be with you. 

Every age brings  i ts  challenges 
and opportunities.  Our  present 
time gives one the  sense tha t the 
world  is  growing  more  and 
more restless by  the  day.   The 
message of Christmas announc-
ing peace on  earth  and good-
will towards  each other needs to 
be  communicated  with  a  new 
sense of urgency.  Are we able 
to  hear  that message?  What 
keeps  us  human  beings  from 
responding  to  a  message  that 
not only makes  good sense but 
expresses  the  deepest desires 
and longings  within  the  human 
heart?   We  human  beings, 
across all aspects of our life, be 
it politics, the church or the work 
place, cannot seem to  break out 
of the  imprisonment tha t makes 
peace and goodwill so  elusive.  
The  angelic  hymn  proclaiming 
peace  on  earth  and goodwill 
towards people, announcing the 
birth  of Jesus  wasn’ t pie  in  the 
sky.  It signaled the dawn of a  
new  era  that  changed  and 
transformed  people  and  cul-
tures.  “Why  have the religions 
of the world stopped doing their 
job  of  spiritually  transforming 
people and cultures?” asks Rich-
ard Rohr in  his  book, “The Na-
ked Now”.  We  need to ask that 
question more pertinently about 
our  own  Chris tian  fai th.   The 
celebration of Christmas gives us  

that opportuni ty. 

 

The  Jewish  world,  into  which 
Jesus  was  born  on  Christmas 
day, divided the world  into the 
members  of  their  own  small 
nation  who  were  “us” and the 
Gentiles  who  were  “them.”  
Every Jewish person lived within 
that division.   The  Jews  alone 
were God’s “chosen ones.”  They 
were  confident that they  knew 

the will of  God.  God had given 
them the  Torah on  Mount Sinai, 
teaching them how to live and 
how to  worship.   The  Gentiles, 
on the  other  hand , had no  To-
rah, no revelation of God’s will  
and no  law.   They were there-
fore  defined  as  unclean,  the 
uncircumcised,  the  un-koshered 
people.  Jews  did  not eat with  
Gentiles,  intermarry  or  even 
interact with Gen tiles wherever 
possible.  Wi th  all  the  business 
that  such  rejection  of  others 
entailed, how could one be  fully 

human? 

 
In his fina l story, Matthew, the 
most Jewish of  the  gospel writ-
ers, portrays the  risen Christ on 
the  mountain  top  in  Galilee.  
There Jesus says to the disciples 
the only post-resurrection words 
Matthew  a ttribu tes  to  him,  
words  of  immense  significance 
for  this  Jewish  author.   These 
words of the risen Jesus are the 
reversal of the message  of the 
star, which drew the Gentiles to 
the Jewish Jesus.  These words 
of Jesus propel his Jewish disci-
ples to go  the  lands of  the  Gen-
tiles:  “Go  therefore  and make 
disciples  of  all  na tions,…
teaching  them to  obey  every-
thing  that  I  have  commanded 
you [such  as  the  greatest com-
mandments—there is no love of 
God  except  in  love  of 
neighbour].  And remember I am 
with you  always, to the end  of 
the age ” (Matt.28:19-20).   Go 
to the Gentiles.  Go beyond the 
boundaries of your fears.  Go to 
those who are different, defined 
as  unclean,  and  proclaim  to 
them the  limitless  love  of  God.  
We  must ask  if  the  missionary 
imperative at the heart of these 
verses, and of Christianity i tself, 
is meant to convert the heathen.  
How much  has  i t contributed to 
peace and goodwill?  Have we 
not missed  the  mission mandate 
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in need.”in need.”in need.”in need.” 

Girls from  

St Michael’s home 

attending last year’s 

pageant 

New Faces in the Sanctuary 

Creating a share & care world 
The needs of people in 

our community and our 

country are vast but there 

are many, many wonder-

ful organizations which 

exist to alleviate suffering  

and provide for those in 

need.  Out of God’s provi-

sion for us at St Thomas’s 

we are able to support  

some of them.  
 

The parish council consid-

ers caring for children in 

need a vitally important 

aspect of the church’s 

work and they ensure that 

we give generously to a 

number of childcare insti-

tutions including the 4 

residential Anglican chil-

dren’s homes in Cape 

Town – St George’s, St 

Michael’s, St Francis and 

Leliebloem.  We also help 

OnsPlek with its work 

among the girl street chil-

dren of Cape Town and 

CATh (run by Angela Rack-

straw) which helps se-

verely traumatized chil-

dren.  Money given to the 

African Scholars Fund 

enables very disadvan-

taged rural children to 

attend school; paying  

their school fees, buying 

their books and wearing  

school uniforms.  
 

With our donations we 

also help a number of 

places to provide refuge 

and rescue for the des-

perate: St Anne’s Homes 

give a place of safety for 

abused women and the 

Greyladies have a won-

derful ministry to the very 

poor.  The Carpenter’s 

Shop, The Haven Night 

Shelter and Loaves and 

Fishes all work to assist 

the unemployed and of-

ten homeless people of 

our city.  
 

The parish council also 

takes seriously our re-

sponsibility to provide 

resources to grow the 

church and support those 

who provide pastoral 

care.  You all know about 

the efforts to upgrade the 

Anglican theological semi-

nary – The College of the 

Transfiguration – which 

we support and we also 

make an annual donation 

to the Archbishop’s fund 

for the training of priests.  

We host the Fellowship of 

Retired priests and wid-

ows for their quarterly 

lunches and we contrib-

ute to the discretionary 

fund of the chaplain to St 

Luke’s Hospice.  Volmoed 

receives our support as 

does the national office of 

the Alpha Course and 

Faith for Daily Living.  
 

Those who give gener-

ously to St Thomas’s 

make it possible for St 

Thomas’s to help people 

who are making a real 

difference in the lives of 

people in need. 

Margie Davidson 

ministers in the church and to 

provide them with training in 
principles that should be ap-

plied to every Anglican parish, 
whatever the style or tradition 

of the parish.   
 

Over the last couple of 

months Philip Donald, Mercia 
Grimbeek, Amelia Jones, 

James Lewis, Zola Mako-
sana, Janet Opie and Jacqui 
Samson, together with many 

of our long-serving lay minis-
ters, have been attending a 

basic level course.  It was led 
by Fr Keith Griffiths and 

hosted by St Thomas’s for lay 

Sunday 2nd December will be 

a significant day in the life of 
St Thomas’s church.  Not only 

is it Advent Sunday – the New 
Year’s Day of the Christian 

calendar – but Bishop Garth 
will be at our 9h30 service to 

conduct the Confirmation and 
also to license seven new lay-

ministers. 
 

The diocese of Cape Town 
has asked Fr Keith Griffiths to 

head up a programme of 
training courses for lay minis-

ters.  The aim of the pro-
gramme is to help lay people 

to recognise their vocation as 

ministers from eight parishes 

in the diocese.  This was the 
course on WORSHIP and 

included sessions on the fun-
damental questions:  What is 

Worship? and Who is the God 
we worship? as well as back-

ground sessions on worship 
in the Old and New Testa-

ments and practical sessions 
on planning and preparation 

for services and leading inter-

cessions.   

Please pray for the seven as 

they ready themselves for this 
new commitment to serve 

God and his people in leading 

worship at St Thomas’s. 

CATh  

children 

enjoyed a 

marvelous 

Christmas 

party at St 

Thomas’s 

in 2011 
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What is your full name? 
Chesnay Frantz 
 

Where did you grow up 
and what was it like? 
Vanguard Estate, Athlone - 

it was quite comfortable 
but challenging as the 
area is surrounded by 

many poverty stricken ar-
eas so even though we 
were comfortable there 

were always communities 
close by not so comfort-
able. 

 
Where do you work? 
I work at Old Mutual until 

the end of December. 

How long have you been mar-

ried to Samantha? 
On the 18th of December it 
will be 2 years. 

 
What qualities do you most 
admire in her? 

Wow...where do I start...most 
importantly she Loves God 
as much as I do. She is hum-

ble which keeps me 
grounded and she is a great 
listener! 

 
When were you called to the 
ministry? 

I think I always knew I was 
"different" but kept avoiding 
it. I tried going to Law School

(that never worked) and at-
tempted the corporate world. 
It all just left me feeling un-

easy. I then chatted to my 
parish rector asking for his 
direction. He  suggested I 

test my calling (about 5 years 
ago)...I went through Fellow-
ship Of Vocation, went 

through the Vocational Guid-
ance Committee where the 
panel identified a calling and 

started prepping me, hence 

me landing up on the step of 

St. Thomas!   
 
Who has made the most pro-

found impact on your life (and 
how)? 
It would undoubtedly be my 

parents. They gave me the 
best they could afford and 
equipped me for my journey 

through life! 
  
Describe your year at St Tho-

mas's in a three words... 
Different, Different, Different! 
Seriously...it was different, 

challenging, enriching! 
 
What has been the high-light 

of your time at St Thomas's? 
It would have to be the young 
people of the parish. Its so 

encouraging to see them so 
excited about God! 
  

Will you be going to COTT, if 
so for how long? 
I will be going to COTT for 3 

years. 
 
What is your favourite Bible 

verse? Phillipians 4:13 

 

“RAISE THE ROOF  

RICHARD COCK 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT” 

St George’s Cathedral 

Sunday 16 December 

17h00 

Tickets cost R90 

Available :St Thomas’s Parish  

Office, weekdays 8h30 –12h30 

BOOK SOON! 

 

A traditional service of 

9 Lessons & Carols 

By 

TRUE VOICES 

(Acapella group incl. Kevin Smuts) 

Wed 19 December 

18h00 

Brooke Chapel,  

Bishops 

No cost 

This year instead of having our 

own service of carols for Christ-

mas it has been decided rather to 

encourage one another to attend 

either of the adjacent events 
which are heartily endorsed and 

promise to provide a wonderful 

opportunity to enjoy our favourite  

Carols sung by highly professional 

performers.  This will also be a 

good opportunity to invite friends 

and family who might not normally 

attend church to hear the “good 

news for all people”.  
 

CHRISTMAS DIARY 
2nd Dec  Advent Sunday 9h30 Confirmation & Licensing of Lay Ministers 

16th Dec  “Raise the Roof Richard Cock Christmas Concert” - St George’s Cathedral 5 pm 

19th Dec  True Voices “9 Lessons & Carols” - Brooke Chapel, Bishops, 6 pm 

24th Dec  Crib Service 5.30 pm & Midnight Mass 11pm 

25th Dec  Holy Eucharist 7.30 am & 9.30 am 

“The greatest 
and most 

momentous 
fact which the 
history of the 
world records 

is the fact of 
Christ’s 
birth.” ~ 

Charles H. 

Spurgeon  

 

What are you reading at 

the moment? 
Faith in Action by 
Archbishop Njongonkulu 

Ndungane 
 
What do you like to do in 

your free time? 
Samantha and I enjoy 
travelling, so when we 

can that's what I enjoy 
doing. When we are not 
able to, I enjoy tak ing 

drives and a little bit of 
golf! 
 

Tell us about a time in 
your life that you'll never 
forget... 

That would have to be my 
4 months in a small town 
in Italy (Triccarrico) where 

I was an exchange stu-
dent during the Christmas 
period...I think this experi-

ence drew me closer to 
God, as he was the only 
person I could speak to in 

English who would under-

stand...haha! 

Thanks Chesnay!  

God Bless you. 



“Thanksgiving……yes indeed…..thank you Lord”  
We knew  we were in for a good day…..where else would you find a service w ith 

an ‘’X-Factor’’ solo from the pulpit!!! – Charles Coetzee 

I always enjoy the occasions when all of  the congregation gets together for 

the one service, as one just feels more inspired by being part of  something 

bigger and special. – Rob Stewa rt 

The Track & Trace Treasure Hunt was absolutely wonderful - very well thought 
out, fun and provided exercise of the body as well as the mind. – The Muller fam-

ily 

I particularly liked the way that it put us together with people we did not 

know, or not well, so that we had the opportunity of getting to know them 

better.  –  Mary Burton 

The younger members went haring off  around the grounds of Bishops  to track 

down various clues while the more senior members wandered round the 

church & garden counting benches, lights & s tained glass windows among 

other items. – Gill Blackburn 

No-one would have thought that finding answers  to a bible-based crossword 

would have been the most diff icult task! – John Davidge 

It w as lovely to have so many families together and seeing the little ones enjoying 

being so much part of it.  – Liz Hardie 

Lots of prizes were an extra treat, specially for the children—Mary Burton 

The pressies - what a wonderful idea - not the least was receiving my unexpected 

special bottle w ith the red label! – Charles Coetzee 

Afterwards  we sat down to one of  Hugh & Kathleen Nourse’s wonderful 

meals. My little granddaughter Emily said she’d had the BEST TIME and the 

rain stayed away! – Gill Blackburn 

I inv ited my f riend Anthony to come along to our church, and he joined in the 

treasure hunt. I am v ery happy at my church as we all come together and follow 

Jesus and care for each other. – Michael Hyslop 

As usual the organization was superb and the pleasure of feeling part of the greater St 

Thomas family was an eloquent reminder of just how much we have to be thankful 

for. Our community is such an important place for God to nurture and minister to us. 

To Him goes all our Thanks and Praise!  - John Davidge 

WEDNESDAY SEWING CLASS  NEWS 

It has been another very happy and successful year with enthusiastic students and dedicated teachers.  Our end of year party w as a 
great event.  We were delighted to welcome several parishioners and employers and we were pleased and honoured to have Fr Keith 

opening proceedings and handing out diplomas.  26 students received diplomas. 

Visitors were able to admire garments made by the students and to enjoy the singing.  None of this would be possible  w ithout our 

teachers.  Their commitment is total, w ay beyond the call of duty, and I can’t thank them enough.  We have this year been blessed 
w ith 2 new  teachers and hope they w ill be w ith us for many years to come.  Another piece of good news is that one of our students 

who gained a diploma last year, now  has a job w ith a clothing firm as a Cutter. 

 

Finally, a big thank you to all the parishioners who have encouraged and supported us.  It is very much appreciated.  A very happy 

Christmas to you all.    

    Eileen Gamble 


